Mortuary Caretaker,

majority vote of the Committee that de-
feated the amendment.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.32 p.m.

Uegislative Essembly,
Friday, I5th Jenuary, 1909.

Page

Questions : Mortuary caretaker, Boulder 1439
American Fleet Beception, Mr. North 1440
Railway Advertising 10

Muchinery Lepartment, Officer's D_is'{:'nissu']';
Examination of Hon. T. . Q. Brimage ..

Water Pipes, York-Beverley Extension 144l
State Batteries Inspector ... R .- il
Popers : Savings Bank Loan to Mr. P. Stone ... 134l
Timber ‘Cramline, Laverton-Lancefleld .. 14l
Papers presented ... ... ... ... .- 14
Anuua) Estimates, Votes and Items discussed .., 1441

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MORTUARY CARE-
TAKER, BOULDER.

Mr. GILL asked the Premier : 1, Did
the distriet officer give bis reasons for
recommnending Constable Forlescue in
preference to Constable Gallagher for
the position of caretaker of the Boulder
mortuary 7 2, Did the disiriet officer
make the recommendation on the grounds
of seniority ? 3, Was seniority the
.grounds for the appointment, if so, why
was a departure made in the subsequent
appointment of Constable Gallagher ? 4,
Constable  QGallagher  having  been
stationed at Boulder for seven years,
with fixed” hours of dufy, why has he
been exempt fromn day and night duty the
same as other constables have to perform?
5, Do Constables Spalding and Hunt, the
rejected applicants, reside closer to the
mortuary than Constable Gallagher ? 6,
What is the length of service of the tbree
persons.  Consiables Spalding, Hunt,
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and Gallagher ¥ 7, Wkhat, if anything,
disqualifies Copstable Spalding for ike
position of caretaker ¢f the Boulder mor-
tnary 7 8, Has Constable Gallagher any
special qualification for the position, if
so. what is it ? 9, Is not Constable Spald-
ing responsible for the removal to the
morgue of all persons killed on the mines;
also for the care and disposition of the
property of same, and generally for pro-
euring all necessary information in con-
nection with such aceidents 7 If so, is he
not on these  grounds, togelber with
sepiority of service, more eligible than
Constable Gallagher for the position of
carctaker of the mortuary ?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Constable
Gallagher was first vecommended for the
position by the distriet officer, but on
quiry by the Commissioner of Police
as to whether any senior constable
would be willing to tuke the appointwment,
Constables Fortescue and Chileott™s
names were submitted by the distriet
officer and the former selected. 2, Yes; see
1. 3, Seniority and suitability, but not ne-
cessarily sentority. There were special
reasons for the appointment of Con-
stable Gallagher, viz., previous appli-
eations and recommendations for the
position, and having temporarily per-
formed the duties of caretaker satis-
factorily on two previons occasions.
Moreover, the morgue is attached to the
Boulder station, not Fimiston, and the
position has previously been held by a
Boulder constable. 4, As senior reserve
conslable he necessarily performs day
duty only, and would be exempt from
night duty whilst in that position. 35,
Constable Spalding is living nearer to
ihe mortnary than Constable Gallagher;
Constable Hunt is living on the blocik
adjoining P.C. Gallagher’s residence, G,
Constable Spalding joined 15th Septem-
ber, 1896 (12 years). Constable Hunt
joined 3rd November, 1899 (9 years).
Constable Gallagher juined 1lst Novem-
ber, 1900 (8§ years). 7, Constable Spald-
ing being in charge of Fimiston station
(the morgue is attached to Boulder
station) the work debars him from carry-
ing oul the dnties of caretaker of tha
morgue. 8, No special qualifications are
needed. G, (1) Yes; (2) No.
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QUESTION—=AMERICAN FLEET
RECEDPTION, MR. NORTH.

Mr. TROY asked the Premier : 1, Was
My, ¥. 13 North a member of the Aweri-
can Fleet Reception Committee. 2, By
whose requesl was he appointed on the
committee 7 3, What special qualifica-
tions did he possess whieh neecessitated
liis appointment 7 4, Being a public ser-
vant whose services eould have heen de-
manderl if required, where was the neces-
sity for his heing made a member of the
reception committee ¥ 5, Did Mr. North
travel free to Albany and back to Perth,
by virtue of the possession of a railway
pass 7 G, Were vouchers submitted show-
ing the mamner in whichh Mr, North's ex-
penditire was ineurved 2 7. Is the Pre-
wier aware that during Alr. North’s stay
in Alhany he was the guest of Dr. Ever
ard 2 8 If  vouchers were submitied
showing (he nature of the expenditure
‘neurred hy Mv. North, was one included
from Dr. Everard for this aceommoda-
tion 2 9, Did the other members of the
reception committee put in a elaim for
their expenses 2 10, If so0, what amount
were they paid 7 11, Did Mr. Nocth per-
form any speeial work for the eommittee
whicl necessitated payment ? 12, If not,
why was his elaim paid ?

The PREMIER replted: 1, Yes. 2,
The Executive Comniltee, 3, His pre-
vious experinee as a membher of the Royal
Reeeption Committee on the occasion of
the visit of the Duke and Duchess of
York—baoth in Melbourne and Perth—
and on otlier committees of a similar
character. 4, Answered Iy No, 3. 5.
Yes. 6, Vouchers were submitied for
the amomnt of teavelling ailowances in
accordance with the Public Service Regu-
fations. 7, No. 8, No. 9, No. 10,
Answered by No. 9. 11, No. The usunal
allowance conceded to oflicers when
travelling on official business was paid
to him. 12, Answered hy No. G.

QUESTION—RAILWAY ADVERTIS-
ING.

Me. TROY asked the Minister for Rail-

ways ;1. Was the cost of advertising

in convection with ihe Government Rail-
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wayvs included in the return presented
to Parliament on  January 5th, 1909 ¢
2, It not, what was the approximate cost
of Railway advertising for the twelve
months ended December, 19082

The MINISTER FOR RAILIWWAYS
replied: 1, Na. 2, £800,

QUESTIONS (2)—MACHINERY
DEPARTMENT.
Officer’'s Dismissal.

My, COLLIER asked the Premier : Is
it a faet that an officer of the Machinery
Depavtment who was discharged on the
recommendation of the Chief Inspector
for incompetence has since been ap-
pointed to a Government position and is
af present employed as engineer in charge
of the Kalgoorlie abattoirs ¥

The PREMIER weplied: I would
point out that the abattoirs are not yet
handed over to the Agricultural De-
pavtment. I do not know whether the
Lon. member is aware of that. The for-
mal answer o the question is: Yes. He
wag reeommended by the Public Works
Department, by the manager of the Gov-
ernmeni Refrigevating Works, and we
had wo knowledge that he had heen dis-
charged from another department. Duoe-
ing ihe time he has been with the de-
paciment, from the end of Mav, 1908,
he lLias given hoth Mr. Beasley and Mr.
Cairns every satisfaetion.

Examination of Hon. T. F. 0. Bri:nabe.

Mr. COLLIER asked the Minister for
Mines : Why has he not insisted on Mr.
T. F. Brimage presenting himself for ex-
amination and obtaining fhe certificate
required by the law after the first permit
was granied, and in accordance with the
eomditions under which if was granted ¢

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: The granting of o permil is not
uecessarily conditional upon the subse-

quent oldaining of a cevtificate. I eon-
sidered chist the intention of the Aet

was complied with when I granted a
further permit.
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QUESTION—WATER PIPES, YORK-
BEVERLEY EXTENSION,

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Minister for
Works : 1, What amount was the lowest
fender submilied for pipes by private
manufacturers required for the York-
Beverley waler scheme extension 7 2,
What was the amount paid to the Gov-
ernment Workshops for the pipes used ?
3, Were the pipes supplied
quality and requirements as per specifi-
tions private fenderers were supplied
with %

The BMINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1 {a}, For 10.000 lengths of Gin.
pipes :—Public Works Depariment, £10,-

750; Hoskins & Co., £12,458. (b), For
74,000 feet of 8in. pipes. eclass A:—
Monteath Bros.., £17,267. {(¢), For

12,500 feet of 8in. pipes. class B:—
Public Works Department, £1,962 for
9ft. lengths east on a bank; Monteath
Bros,, £2,344 for 12ft. lengths cast ver-
tically. 2, £10,750 for 6in, pipes re-
ferred to in guestion 1. Regarding Class
C pipes, the difference of £382 bhetween
the Public Works Department and next
lowest tender iz reduced fo £282 when
allowanee is made for enhanced cost of
loading and jointing the shorter lengths
made by the Public Works Department.
Morveover, while the Public Works De-
partment could only cast on a  bank,
Monteath Bros. eould furnish the better
pipe resulting from a vertical cast. To
have aceepted the Puhblic Works Depart-
ment contract for 8in. pipes, so as to
complete both 8in. and 6in. in contract
{ime, would have involved an inerease in
piant and the stoppage of the ecasiing
of smaller diameter pipes which were
urgently required. 3, Yes.

QUESTION—STATE BATTERIES
IXSPECTOR.

Mr. HOLMAX asked the Minister for
Mines : Has an appointment been made
io the position of Inspector of State
Baiteriez or any similar position ? 1f =o,
when was the appointment made, and
who was appoinied ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, An appointment has been
made of an Inspector of State Batteries.
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2, Mr. A, M. Howe wns appoinfed on
the 12th Apnl, 1906. The Minister added:
In connection with this answer I do not
know whether the lion. member referred
ro the position of inspector or superin-
tendent.

Mr. Mobman : Has any appointment
been made recently ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: To
the head position ?

ALy, Holman: No,

The MINISTER FOR MINES : This
is fhe only appointment. :
PAPERS—SAVINGS BANK LOAN

TO MR. P. STONE.

On motion hy Mr. Holman ovdered :
That all papers in connection with the
loan of £1.500 io Mr. P. Stone by the
Savings Bank, and all papers and re-
cords in connection with proposed sale
to or purchase by the Government of 10
acres or less for recreation reserve or
other purpose at Walkaway be laid upon
the Table.

PAPERS—TIMBER TRAMLINE,
LAVERTON-LANCEFIELL.

On motion by ®Mr. Taylor ordered :
That all papers in connection with the
granting of a permit to the Kalgoorlie
and Boulder Firewood Co. to lay a tram-
way line from the railway station at
Laverton io the Lancefield Gold Mines
be laid upon the Table of the Flounse.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier : Lands Office Decen-
tralisation Scheme, Correspondence.

By the Minister for Mines: Papers
relating to the prosecution of My, Brim-
age by the Inspeetor of Mines at Mal-
colm.

ANNTAL ESTIMATES, 1908-9.
In Committee of Supply.
Resumed from the 14th January, Mr.
Daglish in the Chair.
Department  of Mines
Gregory, Minister).
Vote—Mines Generally, £45,727 :
The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): In dealing with the

{Hon. H.
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Estumates in connection with the Mines
Department, all will agree that the one
obhjeet in view is the successful develop-
ment of the gold inining induostry,
although we may differ to some extent
as to the methods to be employed. There
may be many members on the other side
of the House who think that perhaps
more efficient methods conld be adopted
for the purpose of developing the in-
dustry; but I feel satisfied that everyoue
is united in the desire to try and do all
possible to build up this industry which
has meant so much to Western Australia.
We all recognise the great change in the
conditions thai came over Western Aus-
tralia through the discovery of gold in
this eountry, and that through the lacge
suins of inoney expended in the develop-
et of our mining industry we have
assisted in bwlling up other industries
in thi: State. Many people, both farmers
and pastoralists, have made fortunes from
the discovery of gold, an dthere is not
the slightest doubt that the great market
the fieids have provided for the people
will eontinue for many years equally as
goad as it has been in the past. It there-
fore behoves every politieian, every
farmer, every pastoralist and wmanufae-
turer, and every person having vested
interests in this State, to watch
as eavefully as they can the progress of
the industry, and see that generous assist-
ance is given towards its development.
It is also our duty to do all we cano to
prevent booms or the promeotion of “wild
cats,” and see that the workers are pro-
tected, and to try and engender a mutually
friendly spirit between the mine owners
and employees, as it is for the good of
both and also of the State to have them
working in harmony with the one desire
of developing the mining industry of the
State. I have no intention to-day of
going into aneient  history, but it
is as well to draw aitention to the
advance that the industry has made since
the time of Bayley’s discovery at Cool-
gardie. We continually made new dis-
coveries; capital came into the country
and the indunstry made marvellous
progress, until, I think it was about
1903, we reached the zenith of
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our  prosperity., We. produced gold
amonnting to 2,064,000 onnees in that
vear and sinee then there lhas been a
shght reduction each year in the produc-
tion, The number of men employed, how-
ever, has not decreased. There is no
doult that mining to-day is carried out
more efficiently and more in the nature
of gennine mining work is being done than
in former days. Our wines were worked
then mure for specolative purposes than
i1z the eage to-day. There has been more
efficient machinery introduced and a big
reduction has been made in the working
eosts, and while we find that to-day the
value of the produciion is not so great
as it was in 1903, yet onr working eon-
ditions are ever so much better, while
owing ta the introduction of efficient
maechinery, the mines, whieh in those days
could not be worked at a profit, are now
showing profitable resulis. I am justi-
fied in saying that thosze hoom days have
gone, and that the big mines in the State
are now heing worlked, not by the same
speculative methods that were adopted
in the past, and the people are looking
upon them as investments. During the
past few years those who have been in-
terested in mining have become somewhat
pessimistic, believing that no new big
mines were being opened up, but a

large amount of prospecting has
taken place, and generous efforts
have been made by lhe Government
to try and assist those prospectors.

At the same time it was felt that the ore
reserves in the bhig mines were hecoming
depteted, and it was on that aceount that
many persons hecame pessimistic in re-
gard to the future of mining. The public
were then not aware of the great hidden
wealth of the Kalgoorlie field, and we
must congratulate ourselves on the
wonderful results that have lately acerued
owing to the splendid developments which
have taken place in the many deep levels
of the big Kalgoorlic mines. Feeling the
great necessity of opening up new mines,
generous assistance—I think I can use
the word generous—was given by the
Government for the purpose of trying
to induee people to prospect, and having
prospected shows, to by and develop



Annual Esfimales :

them. Camels were lent as well as horses
and carts to people who elected to go out
prospecting. The Mines Water Supply
Depertment were instructed o go into
the back country even before the pros-
pector got there to put down bore holes
in areas that were thought to bhe
auriferous. Recently 2 gentleman who
eame down from the Pilbara field praised
the department for the work they had
done in putting down a nomber of bore
wells in the Pilbara field to supply water
to the prospectors, and to enable pros-
pecting work to be done in places which
would otherwise have been quite inae-
cessible.  In many other distriets large
swins of money had been expended upon
water supplies to promote the mining in-
dustry. 'We have in addition the battery
system with the attendani rebates which
are granted for developmental work. In
connection with the battery system, hon.
members know that under the old system
we had what ig known as the sliding scale,

wherein we charged 10s. to 14s. a
ton, aeeording fo the wvalue of
the ore which was treated. In
December last year owing to the

many requests which were made to me
I abolished the sliding seale and insti-
tuted the system of charging 10s. per
ton regardless of what the value of the
ore was. The reduction has averaged
no less than 3s. per ton; that was
the average value of the reduction made
in January of last year, and in addition
to that we altered the system whereby
insiead of paying customers for the
value of the resuli we also arranged to
pay for the sands and slimes. This sys-
tem has given us a good deal of financial
trouble; the battery department have
no capital and it has been necessary for
them to get advances to enable them to
carry on. Efforts were being made
by the department to get a eouple of
plants started which would he able
to treat slimes much more economically
than was done by the filter
presses. Goldfields members know that
we have two filter presses, one at Mnl-
line and the other at Norseman. but I
feel sure that the new planis when

erected will do the work much more
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effectively, and we will be able to get
a much better percentage of extraction,
and get that extraction at considerably
less expense than by means of the filter
presses. I believe some criticism has
been made in reference to one of these
slimes plants having been ereeted in the
Menzies distriet. I assure bon. members
there was no political motive behind
that action, it made liltle difference to
the people there whether the slitmes
plant was ereeted in that distriet or out
of it. I wanted the plant erected where
we had the largest deposit of slimes of
big values, and there and at Leonora
we have the biggest quantities. Of
conrse we have had no trial of those
plants yet, but from what I have seen
of their working and the recommenda-
tions given 1o me by Messrs. Bewick
Moreing and other people who have had
them at work I feel satisfied that those
plants will aid considerably in assist-
ing small leaseholders where we have
Government batteries. I might refer to
those charges about which reference was
made by the member for Mount Magnet
the other night and whichk are known
as the sliding scale. I have had a good
deal of trouble in connection with them;
I wanted to try and make our seale of
charges equal for all persons who made
use of the Government plants. We
could not put a Government battery on
every person’s lease,: a battery might
be erected perhaps half a mile from one
man’s lease and perhaps five -or six
miles from another man’s lease, and T
was desirous of seeing whether some
scheme could not be framed. which
would more equalise our charges to the
prospectors no matter whether they were
one or five or six miles away from the
battery. In the new scheme I have not
gone into that phase of the question,
but I have delaved the settlement of
the new prices because I thonght I
raight be able to get the assistance of
other goldfields members. On a matter
like this, by well ventilating it, we might
be able to do something which will en-
able the department io give the pro-
spector the best value. Of course it is
extremely difficult for us to proteet our
revenue if we impose charges on a stid-
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ing seale, or what we might term a
double sliding scale, a seale on the
values and also according to the dis-
tance the ores might-be earried from the
lease to the battery. In a scheme of
that sort it would be almosi impossible
for us to frame any sei of prices which
would enable us to judge whether af the
end of the financial year we would be
able to pay our way. I have endea-
voured to see that the system should
pay the expenses in conunection with its
administration. If we adopt a scheme,
such as that T have mentioned. I am
afraid it would be difficult for me to
frame any estimale as to what our
revenne would be. The new vegulations
I have framed will come into foree, I
hope, ou the 1st February: the prices
will start on the basis of 8s. per ton,
and will then proceed at the rate of
63. per ton aceording to the value of the
ore. We will make rebates with a view
of getting large tonnages; rebates of
215 per ceni. on 100 tons, 3 pev cent.
on 150 tons, and 10 per cent. on 300
ton parcels. In the ease of exceptionally
large parcels provision will he made for
the imposition of a higher charge, and
the person who is crushing may appeal
io the Superintendent of Batteries with
regard to the matter. In the ease of
persons who are raising only o smali
paveel of stone, te get out whieh it may
have taken them many months; if it ean
be shown that the prospectors have been
working such a proposition and that the
small quantity of stone, although of
high value, has not recompensed them
for the work they have put in, then the
superintendent will have power to make
a congession by permitting ihe stone to
be put through at a minimum of not
less than 10s. There are many who
object to this battery system; they point
out that the svstem, such as we have in
Western Australia offers inducement to
people to exploit shallow ground, take
away the rich values and then abandon
the area, when the workings fall in. with
the vesalt that 'hex are altngether ab-
andoned and probably never reopened.
There is no doubf there is some litile
truth in a contention of that sort: on
the cther hand the public batteries are
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of great value, not only i{o the mining
wdustry and the prospeetors but alse
to the State. Cur battevies have crushed
over 600.000 tuns of stone of the value
of over one vunee to the ton, or a total
value. including values won by cyanide,
of £2,634.252. The whole of that money
has been vetained within the State. We
know thar the State battery system
served to bunild up the Meekatharra die-
triet and the Black Range distriet and
has rendered excellent serviee in Mul-
line, Burtville. and many other places.
At Menzies. Coolgavdie, Leonora, and
Norseman there are admirable customs
plants. The faet thbat we have been
able to close up all opposition in other
places shows how eecvnomieally we are
working. I do not think that in any of
our mining c¢entres, exeepl perhaps
Coolgardie, batteries are now working
in opposition lo the Stale battery sys-
tem. In Menzies a company erushed
for the public until lasi year, when we
made our latest reduaelion. In faet,
companies who have had their own mills:
on their leases have seen fit to cart
their stone a wile and a half to the
State mill rather than to erush it at their
own battery. All this I contend gocs.
tn show that the conditions under which
we treat the stone are fuirly liberal to
our eusfomers: and there is nu doubt
about the great value of the waork being
doire. . Tt has in particular been an in-
estimable boon to the small people, and
year after vear we have kept these peo-
ple  together and their developmental
work has gove on. The development in
the Meekatharra and Black Range dis-
tricts may be said to be wholly and
solely due to the battery system. With-
out it these distrieis ecould not possibly
bhave been opencd up as they have been.
In connection with the battery system
some question has been raised in regard
to the appointment of My, Dunstan as
Superintendent of Batleries, and my
peliey has been questioned on the point
that T myself had My, Dunstan ap-
pointed instead of allowing bim to be
appninted under the Public Serviee Act.
We all know how extremely diffieult it
is to get rid of a permanent officer, and
I preferred to have Mr. Dunstan ap-
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puinied under Section 36 of the Pnhlic
Service Act. Li has been said that in
this inostanee I have, to some extent,
flouted the Public Service Commissioner.
That iden has been abroad., and I want
Lo assure lon, members that 1 have done
nothing of the sort. This appointment
has been made under Section 36 of the
Public Service Act, and has been made
by the Public Service Commisstoner him-
self on my recommendation.

Mr, Troy: There were many appli-
cants.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
were a greai number of applicanils. The
Public Service Commissioner did not go
throngh all ef them perhaps. He agreed
to treat the appointment ax a temporary
one, and he felt il would be wise Lo ae-
wept my recommiendation.  The Fublie
Service Commissioner himself drew up
the agreement between Mr. Dunstan and
the Government; an agreemeni covering
a period of three vears. In this agree-
ment it is specifically- set forth that it
shall be terminable on three months’
notice, I look upon the position of
Superintendent of Batteries as a peculiar
one. The system requires at its head,
not only a bosiness man but an up-to-
date metallurgist. We want in charge of
the department a man who will pay
great attention to the vequirements of
the Staie and of his customers. If we
make a permanent appointment the
officer is there for all time. 1 thought
it would be wise in the interests of the
public hattery system, in the interests
of the departemnt, in my own interests
and in the interests of customers that
this appointment should be made sub-
ject to this agreement. Hon. members
can see the agreement af anv time they
wish. It is for a term of three years,
but it can be eaneclled bv the giving of
three months' notice; Mr. Dunstan can
leave hy giving three months’ notice to
us, and we can get rid of him by giving
him Lhree months® nefice. T theught it
would be far wiser in eonnection with a
svslem of this kind to have the appoint-

ment somewhat of the pature of that of |

Professor Lowrie’s but for a lesser term of
vears,
perience ot Mr. Dunstan in charge of the
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And having had 18 months® ex- |
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department I felt quite justified in re-
commending his appointment. The tem-
porary appointment has been fixed up
with the conciurence of Mr. Dunstan, the
concurrence of the Public Service Com-
missioner and with the concurrence of
myself. I therefore trust that hon, mem-
bers will not think there has bheen any
effort on my part to refleet on the Pub-
liec Service Commissioner in this matter.
The Public Service Commissioner is
quite content with the propesition put
before him; he has framed the agree-
ment, and it is at the present time in
his office. I am exceedingly hopeful in
respect  to  this uppointmenl, hecanse
during the past year our costs have gone
down considerably; we have made many
innovations, and I hope we will be able
to make many more. Where we get big
guantities of stone brought to us we can

always erush it at lower prices than
those at which we ean treat smaller
parcels. At a mill where there is con-

tinuous erushing the costs are neces-
sarily lower. At other mills we have to
make up many delays in a single month.
It will be seen, therefore that the cost
cannot be brought down in the same ratio
as where we have continuons crushings
and no delays. There is the question of
the 2-head mill at Linden.  Althoungh
that ‘mill was not working properly at
first, vet, owing to the change of manage-
ment, I find it is now competent fo turn
out 50 tons a week. I think we can
make reduetions in the cost of these
mills. T am not quite sure that it wonld
not he wise to have 3-head mills instead of
2.head. We want something that can be
worked more cheaply and more economie-
ally., However, in connection with this
particular plant, T am very pleased to say
that under the new management, during
the last 10 weeks we have been able fo
turn out 30 tons a week. The report
that not sufficient gold is saved in this
mill has bheen quite disproved. 1 might
alse draw attention, in conneelion with
the baitery syvstem, to a systein we have
lhad of granting vebates for develop-
mental work bevond the 100 feet level.
That has heen found to be a very big
inducement to prospectors to develop
their holdings to a greater depth. And
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in addition to that, where we find people
trying fo open up and develop a mine
at some distance from our plants or any
other battery, we have followed the prae-
tice of giving bonuses in connection
with the cartage. In many instances we
have given very liberal concessions
simply by paying a portion of the cart-
age for a short period. We give thege
bonuses with the view of enabling these
people to bring their stone to a publie
crushing plant in order that they might
determine what the values are. We
have done a great deal in connection
with the water supply system at Norse-
man, which, it might be said, owes its
very existence to the Water Supply De-
partment. 8o too at Davyhorst. Leon-
ora and Meekatharra also depend on the
Mines Water Supply Department. Al
over the country are to be found evi-
dences of the good work of this depart-
ment. We have given assistance i.
many instances for the purehase of
machinery, and many mines. hitkerto
helpless, are now in course of working,
owing to this assistance. [ want particu-
larly to emphasise the assistance given
at Maleolm to open up the North Star
mine. Here was an old mine abandoned
for years. During a visit of mine when
1 strongly urged the formation of local
companies the people asked me whetker
1f they were to subseribe a aertain
amount, I would give them assistanve.
It is only a small community ard only
a poor community, but they managed to
raise £750, and the Government lent
them £1,000. It was not Jlong after-
wards that they raised another £1,009,
and the Government lent them £509,
making a total of £1,600 in all. The
mine 15 looking well, and they are pay-
ing £700 a fortnight in wages. They
have a 10-head mill, a plant and all the
appurtances of a big mine, with very
good possibilities for the future. This, of
course, is due more to the enterprise of
these people than fe the assistange
given hy the Goveroment. Still, it must
he remembered that without that assist-
ance they eould scarcely bave got a start.
I think there is every possibility of the
mine becoming a paying concern, when
the State will get its money back. In
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any case the whole thing means new life
in the Maleolm distriecf. In regard to
the question raised as to whether the Gov-
ernment are justified in continuing its
present policy, or even adopting a more
generous policy of assistance to the
mining industry, I think we can ask our-
selves has the result justified the expen-
diture inenrred by the Crown in connee-
tion with the mining industry? To such
a question I might well answer ‘‘ Yes.”?
The appearance of the mining industry
to-day not only justifies the expenditure
of the past; no not only justifies the
continuation of the liberal policy of as-
sistance, but it justifies us in looking for-
ward to magnificent developments and,
I hope, an increase of the great market
whieh the goldfields provide for the vest
of Western Australia. Mining generally
in Western Australia to-day is hetter
than—T will not say better than in 1902,
but certainly better than in any other
period sinee then; and it is questionablie
whether the industry is not stronger and
in a more hopeful condition than at any
time since the discovery of gold in the
State. There are various collateral in-
dustries. The first I will touch upon is
the Coilie eoalfields. Good progress has
been made down there during the past
year. Up to last year we might fairly
say that our colleries were entirely de-
pendent upon the Government for their
very existence. Very great difficulty
was experienced in connection with the
handling of this eoal. The Railway De-
partment, which was the biggest con-
sumer, held for many years that the
diffieulties were too great for thew,
and that they should not use Collie

coal to the extent they were doing.
However, it has now been shown
that the wse of Collie coal was
fully justified on the railways. Even

a4 more pleasing feature is the steady
expansion of the bunkering {rade.
There is every probability that in the near
future this trade will assume very large
dimensions, and certainly it is a thing
to be wished. For {en months of Jast
year the ontput was greater than the out-
put of the previous year. 1 am not go-
ing to delay the House by ruoting any
reports, but no doubt we have received
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very encouraging reports from shipping
people in connection with iLe buniering
trade. More than that, we have ithe pleas-
ing discovery that there is a yreater aren
of coal bearing country at Collie than
was believed to be the case from previous
geological reports.
Hon. F. H. Piesse :
subsequent tests ?
The MINISTER FOR MINES : The
member for the distriect may be able to
give more information about this, but it
appears that the coal is as good, if not

Have there heen

better than, the coal already bheing
worked on the other side of the belt.
Then we are horing for coal on

the Murchison field. A private com-
pany assisted by the Government are
carrying on the work of boring
at Eradu, some distance from Geraldton.
The bore has been put down to a depth
of 360 feel, but the company have had a
lot of difficulties to encounter, and I in-
tend to recommend that in the event of
their failing in the work, the Government
should carry on these boring operations,
becguse it means everything to the mines
that are working on the Murchison Gold-
fields if an ample fuel supply can be obh-
fained for them. If it is possible to ob-
tain a good coal in that portion of the
country, every effort will be put forward
by the Government to assist iis develop-
ment, because we recognise how essential
it is, seeing that the Murchision field has
very little firewood. A discovery of eoal
at Eradu would mean a great deal indeed
to the Murchison.

Mr. Angwin: How did the Kimberley
borings get on?

The MINISTER FOR MINES : We
have received no more than that ntile
piece. We may gef more, but T amn not
so anxious about that as I am abont find-
ing ¢oal on the Mnrchison. The pasi year
did not see those developments in lin,
copper and lead we anticipated prior
to last year when the price for these baser
metals were good. The hig fall in pricas
has retarded development to a great ea-
tent. There has even been a decline at
Greenbushes in tin mining, but at the
same time there is not the slightest douht
the industry in that mining centre is enter-
ing upon an eotirely new phase. There
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are now six sluieing planis working there
employing about 80 men., If an ample
water supply were available they would
employ as many as 150 men. I have not
been at Greenbushes for some fime, but
I am satisfied that if a big effort were
made to get down and develop the coun-
try at a depth, it would have a success-
ful result. So far the greater porlion
of the work has been done, one might say,
close to the surface, and it is regvettable
in an old wmining district like Green-
bushes that we cannot point to the fact
that the lodes known to exist there have
been worked and proved beyond a depth
of more than 300 feet. At Wodgins,
which the State Mining Engineer says
reminded him of Mount Bischoff, there
are some wonderful lodes of tin on the
Mount Cassiterite mine. At any rate
there are working on two lodes, and they
are erecting a larger tin dressing plant.
When this is ecompleted, 1 hope arrange-
wents will be made so that they may be
able to test lode matter for other lessees
in the distriet, so as to give others the
possibility of aseertaining the value of
the lodes in their leases. The railway,
although it would not go very close to
Wodgina, must do much to make the cost
of materials cheaper to these people. At
Roebourne and Whim Creek, the fall in
the price of copper has prevented any
development work, and I believe there
is no copper mining going on at all. It
is hard to conceive why this is so, because
at the Lily Blanche mine, there is a lode
4 feet to 5 feet wide, carrying 20 per
cent. of copper, yet they find it impos-
sible to earry on work. However, with
the completion of the tramway and the
shght increase whieh has faken place in
the value of copper, to £60 per ton, I
do not tbink it will be long before we
find active work going on. There have
been extensive developments at Phillips
River on the Cattlin and Elverdton mines,
large sums of money having been spent
in development work. Also on the Flag
mine there has been a eonsiderable
amount of development work, and I be-
lieve that £14,000 worth of ore has been
got from it. However, the two biz mines
are the Cattlin and the Elverdion, and

on these the greatest progress has been
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made, and large sums of money have
been spent in erecting machinery for the
purpose of treating the ore. The manage-
ment say that by eoncentrating and smelt-
ing they will be able to treat their low-
grade ore, and those who have put their
money into these coneerns express no fear
for the future. They believe that with
copper at over £60 per ton the mines can
be successfully exploited. I feel sure
there is a big future before that distriet.
Many have been very pessimistic with re-
gard to it; but from the reports I have
received, I feel sure that the expenditure
the Government have entered into in eon-
nection with the building, of the railway
from Hopetoun to Ravensthorpe will
he found to be fully justified.

My, Holman : This year's return does
not shew it,

The MINISTER FOR MINES : No.
The return has been very bad, but an en-
ormous amount of development work has
been done. T believe that the main shaft
at the Cattlin is down 400 feet, and that
there is an enormous body of 5 per cent.
ore carrying a small percentage of gold.
Also on the Elverdton, they have driven
on a eonsiderable length or very rich ore
at 370 feet. I do not want anyone to
think that I am trying to boom these
companies. I am only quoting from their
reports in connection with the wmatter,
but the manager (Mr. Hochschild) who
las come out to take charge of the mines
assured e that these mines are now in
ihe posssesion of people who are inves-
tors. I speak of the Hirsch people. They
have put some £270,000 into these shows
forr the purpose of investment. They are
zoing to freat these propositions as in-
vestments, and are not putting their
money into them for speculative pur-
poses. They express unbounded faithin
thewr proposttions, and they are spending
large sums of money in the erection of
new plants to treat the orve as cheaply as
possible. When T find these people spend-
g their own money like this, and when
1 peruse the reports sent in to me, T feel
justified in assuming that it is justifiable
expense the Government have inenrred for
the purpose of making these mines work-
able, because if it were not possible for
these mines to zet coke and other neeessi-
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ties for smelting purposes at a reason-
able price, it would be impossible for the
low-grade ore bodies to be worked at all.
Only by the constuetion of the railway
ean these mines be successfully exploited,
and I believe that the railway will enable
themy to he suecessfully worked and to
bring profits not only to those who put
flheir money into the ventures, but also to
the State. While travelling to Wiluna
recently, I saw some rich deposits, some
three or four lodes all carrying copper of
a high value. Of course, it would be im-
possible for these lodes to be worked at
present, becanse there is no railway with-
in a conple of hundred miles of them, but
big development is going on at Wiluna,
and we can always look upon these lodes
as an assef to the country that will at
some future time be opened up and de-
veloped, and will employ a large number
of people. Mr. Corboy, a gentleman who
has just eome from Pilbara, brought some
wonderfully rich specimens of copper ore.
One ecannot say whether he brought down
the mine or not, but he brought specimens
which he says came from a new pari of
the Pilbara field. This naturally leads
one to believe that when the railway is
consirueted to Marble Bar, not only will
the gold mines and tin mines of the dis-
trict be worked, but also these copper de-
posits will be opened up and probably
employ a large number of people. In
addition to this, abont eighteen months
ago there was a discovery made some 34
miles from Marble Bar of a new de-
seription of ashestos, a eclass of asbestos
that had never been diseovered in Aus-
tralia previously, thongh ii has been
worked in Ttaly and Canada, the Cana-
dian depusits being mined at present on
a very large scale; and since thiz dis-
covery (here has heen another diseovery
of ashestos aboui seven or eight miles
almost due south of Marble Bar. The
samples of the latter are not equal ta
thoze from the fivst find, buf they are only
surface samples. and it is quite possible
when some development is done ai a bitle
depth, seeing that the class of country is
the same as where the other find was
made. we will be able to get as good a
quality of ashestos as comes from the first
find.  No donbi the Governmeni have
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shown their faith in the mining industry
in the large expenditure the Premier has
urged the House to ineur in connecfion
with vailways, harbours, stock reutes, and
water supplies; but there is no doubt,
more especially in view of our vecent de-
velopmenis in new districts in this State,
that the expenditure has been justified,
and will be found to justify itself. Any-
one reading the newspapers duaring the
pasi few months could not help noting
the number of rielr discoveries that have
been inade, the rich erushings that have
been puf through by private people; and
T thought it well, for the purpose
of advertising the State than for any
other purpose, to quote some of these re-
<ent, c¢rushings. The Rajah, Mount Mal-
colm, crushed 3114 tons for 113 ozs.;
the Vietory No. 1, Mount Clifford, 22
tons for 243 ozs.; the Surprise at Burt-
ville, 80 tons for 843 ozs.; the Houtania
at Earlstoun, 40 tons for 447 czs.; fthe
Democrat at Linden, 92 tons for 3598
ozs.; the Cave Hill, Broad Arrow, 64 tons
for 662 ozs., and another parcel of 46
tons for 812 ozs.; the Valkyrie at Dun-
das, 20 tons for 159 ozs.; the Viking at
Norseman, 170 tons for 566 ovzs., and
another parcel of 407 tons for 1,095 ozs.;
the Multum in Parve, Meekatharra, a
few hundredweight for 426 ozs.; the Rev-
enue, in the same distriet, 5 tons for 523
ozs.; the Island Revenue, Nannine, 19
tons for 121 ozs.; and the Black Jack,
Meekatharra, 9 tons for 580 ozs.
This last-named was from a  genuine
crushing and did not include dollyving.
Then there was a splendid erushing at
Waverley. Gold was discovered in this
district almost ai the same time as at
Kalgoorlie. Work was abandoned, then
the mine was opened up again, and
again abandoned, and now we iind that
on a piece of ground where only a small
apmwunt of work had been done—in faet
only a couple of feet had been surnk—
the owner took from 18 tons no less than
1,357 ounces. Those things, T tlink, ars
well worth quoting in order to show that
good discoveries are made in the vari-
ous goldficlds month afier month. T
have here a newspaper report of a dis-
covery ab the Carbine mize. This mine
was granted by the Governmeni a lean
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of £800 for developmentul work, and it
is about the only instance I can quote
wherein the Mines Departrent have
given assistance froitful in its results.
The owners obtained the sum of £800,
as I have said, in order to sink a shaft.
The sum has now heen paid back to the
department and I was verv pleased to
see in a newspaper report the other day
that gold had reeently been discovered
there to the value of 30 ounces to the
toin. The only information I have is
from a newspaper vepori and it may
be that the reporier has indulged-in a
certain amount of exaggeration; hut it
it encouraging to hear of the good re-
sulis whieh have followed the working
of the mine there. I feel certain that
all that distriet, right threugh Kintore
and tu the Carbine, is going to take a
big place in mining in Western Austra-
lia. Having given those particnlars as
to recent discoveries I will now refer to
the old established mines on the Golden
Mile and elsewhere, and give some parti-
culars of the recent developments that
have occurred there. T desire it to be
elearly understood that my quotations
are entirely from the reports made by
the companies themselves, and are not
endorsed in any sense by the depart-
ment.  Members will remember that
some little time ago there were some
pessimistic ntterances made in London
by certain directors when dealing with
the question of the values of the mines
in Kalgoorlie at a depth. A requesi was
made to the Government to spend thou-
sands of pounds for the purpose of try-
ing to prove that good values existed
at a depth. A considerable amount of
attention was paid by mining people all
over the world to these utferances, and
I think they did a good deal to reduce
the value, for some little iime at least,
of the mines on the Golden Belt. We
have had the various mines inspected
and reperted upon by the Government
Geolngist, and the Premier seni a eable-
gram to the Agent General in London
giving a report from that offieial, where-
in he assured the people of London that
so far as the halgoorlie belt was con-
cerned there was wn doubt abont the
contirmation of the lodes to a great
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depth, aud there was every possibility
of their values eontinuing to an even
greater depth, The recent developments
whiclh have taken place in that field
musi be gratifyving to those interested
in the mines, and also to the people of
Western Auvstralia. I am uassured by
those who should have knowledge in
these matters that, within the next few
months, the mines on the Kalgoorlic belt
are Jikely to employ 400 more bhands
than they did last year. That is what
we want, We want to get employment
for our population. I sincerely hope
the expectations of those people will be
realised. Let us look for a moment at
some of the dévelopmental work on the
big mines. As to the Great Boulder
the report states—

“‘The lode at the 2,200 feet level
has been driven (for the full width
of -the drive) a distance of about
1,000 feet, and the average value
thereat is A33146dwts. per ton. They
are still driving south on this lode.
At the next level (2,350 feet) the lode
has been driven on for 250 [eet and

. the value is 104dwts. per ton, but it
= is expected (o improve.”’

From this mine dividends amounting to
over £2,900,000 have been paid. The
number of men emploved on lhe mine
is G684, while the amount paid in wages
monthly is £11,000. In wages the Great
Boulder pay annually £132000 waile
their expenditure in the State in sto-es
and wages is supposed o be unnually
£267000.  Then there is the Golden
Horseshoe, about which the report I
have received says—

“Tn eross-eutting east and svuih-
east from the 2,000 feet leval of the
No. 3 shaft, which is sitvated on the
west side of the property, three lodes
have been iniersected, namely, 182
feet east of No. 3 sharf, lode one
foot wide assaving 10dwls. per ton;
277 feet 5 feet wide assaying Lldwts.
per ton; 520 feet, 5 feet wide assay-
ing 12dwts. per ton.”’

This mine has paid in dividends

£2,760,000; they employ 840 men, and
pay in wages monthly £14,500 and
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yearly £174,000. As to the Ivanhoe_
mine the report says—

“*The eastern lode in this mine has
been ent at the 1,820 feet level {the
deepest level from which ore is being
worked} where it was proved to be
44 feet wide, of an average assay
value of 46s. 3d. per tou. The lode
has been driven on for a distance of
108 feet and has retained its values
throughout that length.'’

As to the Kalgurli mine the report says—
says—

“During the present year the shaft
has been extended 200 feet to a total
depth of 1,500ft., at which point rich
‘ore has been located.”

The Great Bonlder
ports—

“At a depth of 1,750 feel a rich ore
hody has been encountered. For the
first 30 feet driven this body disclosed
values ranging from ane to five ounces;
but for the remaining distance of 12
feet driven the values are lower. This
body of ore gives indications to go
strongly under foot. The south end of
the property is opening up satisfac-
torily down to the 900 feet level.”

The Great Boulder Main Reef reports—

“In sinking the main shaft the latter
valued ore from about 1,930 feel to
1,9G0 feet, average value eight to nine
dwts.; bat patches of ore containing
diorite and coarse free gold were en-
countered. This ore is going away in
the western wall of the shaft with
strong indications of its continuance
downwards. This is a body of ore
which it was not expected to get, and
is independent altogether of the main
lode.”

Perseverance re-

A most interesting discovery was made
recently at the Chaffers mine, and it is
referved to in the following report—

“A new encouraging development has
taken place in this mine at the sounth
end of the field. A strong lode run-
ning up to nearly 20 feet in width has
* been worked by the tributers to an
average depth of 60 feet from the
surface. They have driven on the lode
for a distance of about 400 feet and
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its continuance for a further 150 feet
has practically been proved. The ore
sent to the mill by the tributers (some
5,000 tons) has refurned bullion worih
£20,000. The company have started a
new main shaft which will be sunk to
a depth of 200 feet.”

This lode was discovered in sinking a-

telephone pole recently, and this shows
how wonderfully rich is the ore in that
locality, and that there is every likeli-
hood of other valuable discoveries still
being made. T impress on- members this,
ihat every one of the big mines has been
proved wonderfully rich at a great depth,
and it has been shown elearly that the life
uf the mines will eontinue for very wany
vears to come. T am sure that not only
will there be further development in these
mines, buf the results of the work being
done will induee people to invest money
in exploiting mines in many of the dis-
iricts besides Kalgoorlie. The Sons of

CGiwalia  mine employs 408 men and
pays ammunally in  wages close on
£100,000, the working expenses per

month totalling £10000. Then there is
the Great Fingal ar Day Dawn. I he-
lieve at that mine they have over-run their
reserves, and there is not the amount of
work going on there to-day that there was
a few years ago. The mine is nof as
promising now as it was then; but I think
there is certainly a future hefore it. If
we take 10 of the chief mines it will be
found fram the figures that they employ
5140 wen. and if we iake the average
wages ai £3 10s. a week—which members
will admit 1& an exceedingly low average
—it will he seen that a sum of £935,000
is spent annually in wages in these 10
mines. [ will be well within the mark in
saying that in 10 of our mines no less a
sam than a million pounds is annually ex-
pended in wages.  There is the Lance-
field mine.  Fresh capital was found for
the erection of machinery, and a large
number of hands have been emploved. If
the are there can be suecessfully treated
it will mean the emplovment of 300 to
400 men and we know that the employ-
ment of that number of miners represents
at least three times the number of people
as living on the indusiry. Tt has been
found from fignres taken from Kalgoor-
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lie, Broken Hill and other large mining
centres, ihat the proper hasis to take
is (hat the employment’ of one miner
means that at least three other people are
kept in the distviet dependent upon that
employment. A new mine which pgives
promise is the St. George mine at Mt,
Magnet. It has been taken over by a big
company and fine machinery has heen-
placed upon it, I believe it is a promising
proposition.

Mr, Collier: It has killed a good many
men,

The MINISTER FOR MINES:; There
have heen a number of accidents, and the
mine has been exceedingly unfortunaie.
I have had the matter well looked into,
for one does not like to blame the man-
agement unless one finds they are really
to hlame. The hon. member knows one
often finds the recurrence of cerlain acei-
dents, for they seem to run in eycles.
The mine has been very unfortunate.
Then there is the Morning Star mine,
which has closed down but i= now being

reapened. Several mines in the Meeka-
tharra field have been snpplied with
machinery whereas formeriv they were

dependent upon the State battery. They
are now heing cpened up as thorongh
gold mines., The Gwalia Consolidated at
Wiluna gives exceedingly great promise.
I visited the mine recently, and it is mar-
vellons to see the enormouns lodes there.
It is a case at that mine of quarrying
ratber than mining, for the lodes run in
some places o over 100 Ffeet n width.
I know nothing of the values but there is
no doubt that if payable values exist
there to a depth it will mean the employ-
ment of an enormous number of people.
Al present the mine employs 214 men,
and pays £3,000 a month in wages. Then
we have the Worthern mines, Lid.. at
TLawlers. T think that place iz mar-
vellous and it is remarkable how cheaply
the ore is worked there, especially when
one remembtrs that it has to be carted
eight miles from the mine which provides
the greatest amount of ore to the mill.

Their working eost is between 13s.
and T4z per ton. T am pleased to
know that the prospecis of «ane of

their mines have heen laoking much more
eneowraging during the past few months.
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according tu the report of the State Min-
ing Engineer, than has been the case for
some time. There is also the Norseman
field where great progress has heen made.
Maore especially sinee the announeement
of the construction of the railway was
made there has been splendid advance-
ment. The Mararoa mine lias been open-
ing up well, as has also the Cumberland.
Many other shows zive every sign of
great improvement in development, and
1 have not the slightest doubt that the
field has a big fulure before it. It is very
creditable indeed to find the way in which
some of these people have stuck to their
mines year after year withont gelting
threepence in return. The Vivien mine
at Lawlers for instanee has heen worked
for five years, and very large sums of
money have heen expended on it without
any return having been obtained. At
Menzies, the Menzies Consolidated has
been working for 11 or 12 vears. Large
sums of money have been expended in
conneetion with that mine and the share-
lwlders have never received one penny
back. They have kept the place going
and given employment to a couple of
hundred men, and are now spending
money in sinking the main shafi to a
depth of 7,000 feet.

Hon, F. H. Piessc:
have they? .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
indications 1 believe are very promising,
although T myselt would sooner be inter-
ested in some of the mines in Kalgoorlie.
With regard to the new distriets, take
Meekatharra. Tn 1904 there was won
from that field £24,900 worth of gold: in
1906 the total was £65,000; and for the
10 months of 1903 the amount was
£73,000. This shows the development that
has taken place there. At Black Range
there has been splendid development.
That 15 a distriet which T am sure with
the constructon of the railway will be-
come very important. It is a country
which swallows up an enormons amount
of timber. and the railway is necessary
if we want to see that place continne to
pregress. Wiluna—in  show  how that
district has gone ahead—in 1903, pro-
duced 12,000 ounces of gold; in 1907,
21,000 ounces; and for ihe eleven mouths

What indications
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of 1908, 18,566 ounces. A good deal of
progress has also been made recently at
Lawlers. The Lancefield mine, to whieh
I have already referred. will do much for
the building up of the Laverton distriet.
At Menzies, although uo big mines are
heing opened up, yet there Las leen con-
tinuous developinent and the future is
exceedingly promising.  Norseman has
also a hig future before i, U'he distriets
of Linden. Youatune, Desdemona, and
Waverley alsu give great promise tor the
future. AL Coolgavdie T regret to say
that I do not know of any developments,
but they are sticking to the old mines
there with pertinacity and ecourage, and
T hope ihe time will not he far distant
when the old eamp will take 2 leading
place in (ke mining outpul of Western
Australia. Az far as Kalgoorlie is eon-
cerned, we need not have any doubt abonk
its tnture. There is no area in the world
of he same dimensions whieh is equal to
the Golden Mile, and nn one has any
cause to feel pessimistic, as far as that
part of ‘the State is concerned. In
fact, as far as the mining indys-
try generaliy is conecerned, it is more
promising to-clay than il has been at any
time sinee 1903, and expressing my own
opinion, I would say it is more promising
than at any time sinee the discovery of
gold in the State. We recognise what 1lie
gold-mining industry has done; and 1
spy again, no mabtter what members may
think with regard to the administration
of the departinent, every person who has
the hest interests of the State at heart
shonld look ecarefully into the develop-
ment of the industryv. and see how best
we ean stimulate it, and try to give assist-
ance not only to one pnrtion of the eoun-
try, hut to all parts where there are aurif-
erons and metalliferous deposits. T think
the amount of money that has been expend-
erd in the past has heen justified, and I hope
in the pasi has been justified, and I hope
i the future there will be a continuation
of that policy. There are many adminis-
(ralive matters thal T have not touched
upon in making this address. but later
on, when dealing  with  the different
hranches of the department, I shall he
only too pleased to offer the funllesl in-
formation to members in eonnection with
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the working of those branclhes. All I
#ay to hon. wmembers is thai we should
endeavour to fry and see which is the
hest method to adopt for exploiting the
industry in  the best interests of the
people. My opinion is that the first daty
is to the State. the second 1o the people
employed in the industry, and the ihird
to thuse who eome here tu assist in its
development and who desire o expend
money m exploilation. 1t is the duty
of the State to try and encourage, all we
possibly ean. our own people. But we
have a big country. a country of immense
possibilities and of great distances; snd
we cannot develop all these deposits our-
selves, hecause i su wany instances
where the ore are of a low-grade value.
large sums of money have to be expended
in development and machinery, =0 that
ihe ore may be raised and treated in the
most eeonomieal way: and without eapital
it 1s imposeible for us to do anything.
TWhen we induce eapital to come here
we should endeavour to see that it is
properly protected, While I lhold that
it is our first duty to look after our own
people, vet we must endeavour to en-
evurage others (o came here and et them
teel when they lLave come here that we
will deal with them fairly and honestly.

Many low-grade shows could De
worked  profitably, and if  that
were  done it wonld  mean  the

employment of many more thovsands of
our people, and this would help to make
the country more prosperous as well as
benefitling those interested in the indus-
try.

Mr. TROY : Members had been pleased
to listen to the Mimister during his
lengthy review of the ining industry
and alse to have his assurance that he
believed that the industry was still the
premier industry in the State, and that it
wonld be more prosperous in years to
come than it had been during any time in
the past. While we recognised the Min-
ister’s assuranee with regard (o its pros-
perity we could not help feeling a sense
of disappointment in ithe faect that the
Minister gave the Commitiee very little
to go upon with regard Lo the administra-
tion to which we had to look forward in
the future {o bring about that prosperity,
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If we jonked intu the vofe it would be
found that ilere wa: ne increased ex-
penditure provided for the developwment
of the industry, but rather it was found
fhere was a decreased voie, and if there
was a deereare il could nut possibly pro-
vide for the development that everyone
wished to see, and in fact we could not
expect Lhe same development whieh had
taken plaece in previous vears. In con-
trasting the two great departmenis, the
Lands and Mines, members would see that
the Lands  Departwent expendilnre
showed o big ingreaze while that of “the
Mines showed a deerease, the amouul in
the latter ecase being £11,000. He felt
disappointed when he noticed this de-
crease, because it had been taken nok
from the cost of administration, but from
the votes whieh had been previously pro-
vided for the development of the in-
dustry. Reviewing the votes which had
been agreed to during the last few years,
he noticed the sieady decline regarding
those for development. This year, in
vegard te mining development alone, we
hud lost £3,000 which had been provided
last vear. and he regretted to say that
that amount was lost to the industry,

and as a result we could not expect
that  progressiveness  which  otherwise
mewbers mighl  have looked forward

to. He agreed with a gooml deal that the
Minister had stated with regard to the
value aud importance of the industry,
and he recognized that in many parts of
the State—and he had visited every field
throughout the State with the exception
ot Pilbara—there was a turn for the
better. 1In the newer fields the outlook
was especially promizing. and we could
expect, particularly from the Murchison
field, a very large increase in gold pro-
duction, He did not want tn be under-
stood to he speakine of the Murehizon be-
cause he represenied a portion of il, hut
any member who had gone {o the trouhle
of inquirine into the wold production
would recognise that in three ecentres—
Black Range. Meekalharra, and Lake
Wayv—there had been inereased outpuls,
while the outlnok was very promising in-
deed, While we might expect this in-
crease, it would not compensate for the
decrease in olher fields. He was struck



1454

. Annual Egtimates :

on the occasion of a reeemt visit fo the
North Coolgardie field by the painful de-
pression existing there, and he could only
hope that the place wounld show an im-
provement.

The Minister for Mines: Tt will do so.

Mr. TROY: It was to be hoped so.
His remarks would be more particularly
weonfined to the public battery system, be-
cause it was a matter in which the wel-
fare of his own electorafe was wrapped
up, and it was a system that he had given
most eareful consideration to. The Min-
ister assured the Committee that the pub-
lic batteries had been responsible for the
production of £2,634,000 of gold. Mem-
‘bers all agreed with the Minister that that
amount was all the more acceptable be-
cause of the fact that the money was
expended in Western Australia, whereas
with regard to the larger companies the
greater portion of the dividends was sent
away, There had been certain promises
made in regard to the battery system,
as far as the rearrangement was con-
cerned, a rearrangement which would pro-
vide more reasenable terms for the pros-
pectors who were the customers of these
mills, and he was led to believe that after
the appointment of the new Superintend-
ent of Batteries we could expect that
reasonable reduction which had been pro-
mised by the Minister some time before.
Unfortunately it had not yet come into
operation.  He agreed that some time
must elapse before the gentleman control-
ling the department was able to get in
touch with his work, but at the same time,
Mr. Dunstan, the Superintendent, had
ocenpied the office for the past 12 months,
a period which ought to be quite sufficient
to give him all the opportunities he re-
quired o get into contact with the whole
of the department. While he (Mr. Troy)
admitted that the Minister had acted very
fairly with regard fo some localities in
the Mt. Magnet electorate, while he ad-
mitted that the Minister had gone
outside the reports of his own offi-
cers and given that  consideration
to one locality which was its due,
he at the same time would find it neces-
sary to ecriticise some of the promises
made hy the Minister in regard to ihe
administration of the publie batlery sys-
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tem. The Minister would probably give
himn credit for the faet that during the
past six months he had not in any way

_attacked the Minister nor drawn public at-

tention to the circumstance that he had not
kept those promises. Still, manv months
had now elapsed since the Minister’s
visit to the distriet, and it was only [air
that his atfention should be drawn to his
unfulfilled promises. In vegard to public
batteries the erushing charges prior lo
last year had ranged from 10s. to 1ds.
per ton on a sliding scale, with certain
allowanees for “time crushing.” Shoctly
afterwards an  alteration had been
made reducing the charges to 10s.
Whiist that had been a great boon to
the people in some localities, in other por-
tions of the State it had been fonnd to
be of little or no advantage. In conse-
quenee of this the Minister had made
inguiries during his recent tonr of the
woldfields and bhad spoken of a certamn
further alteration which would meet the
wishes of the greater portion of the pros-
pectors. The matter had been brought
nnder the Minister’s notice at Lennon-
ville and at Boogardie. On the 10ih
July of last year a deputation had wait-
ed upon the Minister at Lennonville re-
questing that the battery charges shonld
be reduced to provide for the following
charges:—TFor 100 ions 9s. fid. per tom,
150 tons 9s. per ton, 200 tons 8s. 6d.
per ton, 250 tons 8s. per ton, and for
300 tons 7s. 6d. per ton. Afier hearing
the request the Minister had said that
on his return to Perth he would revert
to a sliding seale commencing at
8. per ton for 8dwt. ore, with
rebates on big pareels up (o 30
tons. A similar request had heen
made to the Minister at Boogardie,
where in response he made the same pro-
mise. On this oceasion the Minister had
made the promise even more definitely,
and had empbasised the faet that the
new scale would be pazetted immedi-
ately on bis return to Perth. A good
deal of feeling had been given rise to by
the Minister’s neglect to fulfil these
promises. Tt was sincerely to be hoped
that the reduetion would, as stated, come
into operation from the 1st Februrary,
and that it would be one that would
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meet with the general acceptance of all
the prospectors in Western Australia.
Without such reduetion such localities
as Lennonville and Boogardie eonld not
hope to progress; because the ore bodies
there, while they were large were of
very low values. The people had their
homes in the district and they were
struggling as hard and under disadvan-
tages as great as any experienced in the
agricultural areas.

The Minister for Mines:  The new
scale will be 8s. per ton for 7 dwt. ore
and under, and 8s. 6d. per ton for 8 dwt.
are and under.

Mr. TROY: Sueh a scale wonld as-
suredly fiud ready acceptance by the
greater proportion of the prospectors.
There were other promises which the
Minister had made and failed o keep.
At Lennouoville a deputation had asked
him that payment should be made for
slimes already treated by the depart-
ment, and that the amounts, less the
charge for treatment, should be refund-
ed. When last he (Mr. Troy) had heard
from the prospectors that promise had
not been kept.

The Premier: Is there not some trounble
as to whom the slimes really belong{

Mr. TROY: It eould hardly be said
that this trouble had arisen in connee-
tion with these slimes. Some of the
earlier prospectors with slimes at the
battery had left the distriet, but no
claimm had been made in respeet to their
particular slimes. For the rest, the
owners of the slimes were still in the
district.

The Minister for Mines: They will be
treated just the same as prospectors in
other districts.

Mr. TROY: There had alse been con-
veved to the Minister a request for the
payment of aceumulated slimes lying at
the Boogardie battery. There was no
roowm for dispute in regard to the owner-
ship of these slimes, because the major-
ity of the Boogardie prospectors had
been resident in that locality for the last
12 years,

The Minister for Mines:  Since what
date have their slimes been aceamu-
lating?
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Mr. TROY: The slimes had been ac-
cumulating sinee the ineeption of the
battery. The Minister had not given a
definite promise in regard to payment
for these slimes, having declared that
he did noet knew what Mr. Dunstan pyo-
posed to do. But the Minister had in-
timated that a slimes planc would
shortly he erceted at Boogardie, thus
leading the prospectors to hope that the
valne of their slimes wonld be restored
to them.

The Minister for Mines: Under our
new system we most have a plant, witbodt
whieli we cannot continne.

Mr. TROY: In respect to these ae-
cumulated slimes there was ofitimes to
be found in them more gold than had
heen returned over the plates. In eon-
sequence of this the owners were not
able to continue their developmental
work unless these slimes were paid for.
Tf the Minister would instal the plant it
would give those prospectors sufficient
money in hand to carry on the develop-
ment of their mines. Another promise
the Minister had made was of vital im-
portance to the prospectors. A deputa-
tion had asked the Minister to make it
optional whether the battery - charges
were ppid out of the eyanide returns or
out of the erushings over the plates. In
reply the Minister had said that the
manager would be instructed that in
cases where he was salisfied that there
wag ample gold left in the sands to pay
for the crushing he was at liberty to
hand over all the gold won in the erush-
ing. Reecently the owners of some stone
had appealed o the manager of the bat-
tery to take the battery charges ouf of
the sands and to pay them the full am-
ount of the gold won in the erushing.
But the manager asserted that he had
no instructions lo do this, and conse-
quently was unable to comply with the
request. This, too, notwithstanding the
promise made by the Minister at Boo-
gardie that sueh instructions would be
issued to the manager.

The Minister for Mines: It is merely
a departmental matter; it depends upon
Mr. Dunstan.

Mr. TROY: Tt was difficult to believe
*hat it depended on Mr. Dunstan when
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the Minister had given his word to a
body of men. He (Mr. Troy) could not
hold Mr. Dunstan responsible for it; nor
would his constitnents. At Black Range
the Minister, during the eourse of his
remarks, had said that the Mines De-
partment in its vegulations had pro-
vided for the payment of subsidies or
bonuses for deep sinking. The Minister
would remember that at Sandstone a
deputation had pointed out that befove
they could command these bonuses or
subsidies they would have to develop
their mine in a manner never attempted
except by big mining companies, and
that such development would never pay
them. The Minister had said that he
recognised that the prospeetor was han-
dicapped by the present regulations in
regnvd to the gize of shafts and Jdrives
and that a regulation would be drafied
to meet the wishes of the prospectis.

The Minister for Mines: | said it would
be amended ; it has been in existence for
vears.

(Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
pom.)

Mr. TROY: Unfortunately, though
promises were given to accede to 1e-
quests made to the Minister, those pro-
mises had not so far been kept. ~ A pro-
mise was given at Sandstone in regard
to an alteration to the regulation dealing
with aszislanee for the development of
mining. a deputation having pointed out
the need for a reduction: in the size of
shafls and drives. A prospector was en-
titled tn a eertain subsidy if his shafts
and drives below 100 feet were developed
in  aecordance with | regulalions, but
the prospectors of Black Range had
pointed out that this conferred no bene-
fit on them, because if they developed
iheir properties according to the regula-
tion, thetr mining development would
have to be similar to that done by big
mining companies.  The Minister ex-
pressed himself as sympathetic to the
request of the deputation for the altera-
tion to the regulation, and replied that
he recugniced the prospectors were handi-
capped by the exisling conditions in re-
speet to the size of shafts and drives,
and told them a regulation was already
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drafted to meet Lhe wishes of prospee-
tors, and that Mr. Montgzomery, the State
Mining Engineer, had suggested a bonns
on a sliding seale of 2s. per foot to 150
feet, and 2s. 6d. and 3s. and so on for
grealer depths, The Minister said the
malter was then under eonsideration, and
he would let the prospectors know imme-
diatelv on his retwrn to Perth. That
was six months ago, but to-day while
the Minister referred to the advances
given to prospectors and to the help
prospectors were given by the regula-
tions, no mention was made of keeping
the promise given at Black Range. It
was to be hoped the Minister would
redeein his promise and that if pros-
pectors weve to have faith in the mining
administration he must do so; beeause
the prospectors muost have faith in the
administrafion if we were to expect eon-
tinnous and progressive mining. devel-
opment in the State.

The Minister for Mines: 1 think that
regnlation is amended.

Mr, TROY: A little while ago, having
oceasion to write in regard to an appli-
cation made from Sandstone, he ascer-
tained that the regulatioh had not then
heen altered. By giving assistance to
prospeetors to develop their properties
at a greater depth the values of many
of what might be ealled the older min-
ing localities would be inereased, and
as a result of State assislance the pros-
pectors would be able to hold on to their
properties and develop them. We gave
the mining companies considerable snms
of money to enable them to prosecile
deep sinking, and we should do the same
in regard lo prospectors.  Their wishes
would e met by bringing into operation
the suggestion of Mr. Montgomery that
the Minister told the people of Blarl:
Range would be so advantageous to thewm.
The Minister was right in talking of the
wonderful aid State batteries had been
to mining development in Western Ans-
tralia. The Murchison and Norseman
goldfields would not have been the fae-
tars in gold production they were had
it not been for these batteries. Theonly
mining centres that would have heen
prodicing gold to any extent to-day would
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have heen the Eastern fields, and possibly
a tew big mines i outback portions of the
State, had it not been for the existence
of the State batteries. Black Range, an
important and growing field, was vpened
by the operations of a State hattery, in
ihe first place only a 3-head wmili, bui,
fortunately, a plant with a  10-head
capacity. The result was that within the
shor period of five yeurs mearly one
hundred head of sinmps had been erected
1o treat the ore in the distriet, and the
output had increased from a few hun-
dred ounces per month to 7,000 and
8.000 vunces per month. In four years
the State battery had crushed 28,000
tons of ore, produeing gold io the value
of £124,000. During its short life the
field had produced over half a million
pounds worth of gold, bui it would not
have produeed it had it not been for the
esiablishment in ihe tirst place of the
State battery helping the prospector to
open up his show {o snch a state of de-
velopment as to enconrage the mining
investor to go into {he field. The resuli
was that we had now three or four largs
mining companies carrving on opern-
tions, and the disiviel was enormously
advanced hy the ogerations of the min-
ing industry. The construetion of the
railway-—an absolule neecessity—was o
be taken in hand shortly, and would
mean a larger inerease in gold produe-
tion. It would give the mine vwners
and the prospectors of the distriet ad-
vantazes they did not possess to-dav:
and instead of the gold outpui being
7,000 ounees per month, it would he fullv
15,000 or 16,000 ouneces. There were
members who were pessimistie in regard
to that railway. At one time the Pre-
mier was fearful himself abont if, but
those who had the opporiunity of visif-
ing Black Range during the vear recog-
nised there was nas fear regarding the
futiire of the railany or regarding ihe
foture of (he distviet. All that was
wanfed was cheap fuel and clieap mining
timber. A large quantity of timber
would be used, and as the result of get-
ting cheap fuel and mining timber there
would be mines working producing gold
and emploving wmen that were not work-
ine to-day. The wisest step taken i
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regard to mining development on the
Murchisen was the passage of that rail-
way Bill; and rhe Meekatharra railway
wounld also serve a similar purpose. The
Minister must be given credit for hav-
ing, in opposition to the reports of his
own officers acceded to the request of
the prospectors of Youanme and pui a
5-head battery there. The report of the
genlogist sent by the department was
not safistactory, but the Minister had
visited the spot and, as any sensible man
with a knowledge of gold mining would
Ao, gave (he prospectors—a large nnmler
of whom were there—the promise of n
hattery, and the battery was heing erected.
It  was possible for geologists to he
wrong: they had been wrong previously,
and would be wrong again; and it would
be foolish for any Minister to refuse as-
sigtance to a large body of prospectors
who showed their faith in the district
by taking up leases and, while eking out
an existence, endeavoured against every
disadvantage to develop their properties.
But while eredit was due to the Minis-
ter in this respeei, one must express dis-
appointmenr at the way in whieh pros-
pectors at Lennonville were being treat-
ed. This was at one time oue of the
masi up-to-date mining loealities i the
Btate. No other centre on the Mureii-
soni outside Cue produced so mueh gold
from above 200 feet. OF late, however,
a depressioa had ocenred at Lennonville,
the depressinon that liad been the lot «of
other fields, and would he the lot of
slill move during the coming vears; but
it was not a lazting depression. We had
the example of other fields, at one time

abandoned. but now ype-opened by the
prospectors returning 1o them. T
was the case at Lennonville. Within

the last 12 months there had been an
improvement. Many prospectors were
coming back to the loeality, and there
were some very remarkable erushings,
but the public battery had been allowed
to get intv such a state of disrepair
that it was to-day lving useless, and the
department had not shown that degree
of urgeney and haste that should have
been displayed in putting the plant in
readiness for (reating the prospeetors®
ore.
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The Minister for Mines: One of the
standards was destroyed by the fire.

Mr. TROY: The complaint againsl
the depariment was that it took sueh a
long time to repair or replage any artiele
destroyed, months elapsing before a bat-
tery could get going again.

The Minister for Mines: We had also
to wait for the fire adjuster.

Mr. TROY : But for nearly two munihs
previously the battery had been idle. Jt
eould have been pul in order before the
fire.

The Minister for
it was not.

Mr. TROY : But then there mighi not
have heen a fire, there might have been
someone  looking afler the plantk, it
wonld liave Dbeen working.  Unfortun-
ately, the battéry was allowed io lie
idle, and people nay have camped there.
However, a fire oceured and the baticry
wus, to some extenf, destroved, and
it was to be hoped some effort
wonld  he made by the department
to have it put in  order agaia,
He had received numbers of letters from
persons who had a large quantity of stone
raised and awaiting cruwshing, and the
Minister should recognise that no body
of  workers conld hold a property
long unless they had some menns by
which they could erush their stone.
This was the case at Lennonville, and he
would urge the Minister to get to work
on the battery as soon as possible. An
engineer was sent up there, but he had
now gone to Boogardie. 8o far as he
eould learn, the engineer had received no
instruetions and the result was that there
was a good deal of feeling and anxisty
regarding  the future of the bhattery.
There was a big possibility of a bright
time for the district, and that possibility
«could be realised by the department put-
ting the battery in order, and giving the
prospeciors {he facilities they must have
in order to live there. He had already
prinied out the necessity for administra-
tion in eonnection with the Boogardie dis-
trict. There was a great necessity for a
battery at Messenger's Pateh. The Min-
ister had promised that a battery should
be erected there, but surely it did not
require six or seven months to elapse from

Mines: I am glad
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the time a promise was given before any
action was taken in regard to its fuifil-
ment.

The Minister for Mines: We have been
very short of funds,

Mr. TROY : At one time there were at
Messenger’s  Pateh a large number of
prospeetors. He had been throughout the
locality, and knew the whole country as
far as Field’s Find, and he was sure there
was nol a larger auriferous pateh of
country than that in the Yalgoo dis-
triet. I had never been prospected.
for it was passed over in previocus yesrs
by prospectors who were going further
on to where extracrdinarily rich iinds
were being made. At the time of his visit
he saw wore gold in the various shows at
Messenger’s Pateh than he had seen in [he
early days of Black Range. There was a
possibility of a very promising field being
opened up there, if only a puhlic battery
were ervected.

The Minister for Mines: If you let me
wet away scon, T will go straight up there,
and have a look at it

Mr. TROY: The Minister received re-
ports as to the distriet. -

The Minister for Mines: Mr. Howe
woes away on Monday to make a final
report. so that a decision c¢an he definitely
come fo, '

Mr. TROY : In the first place the Min-
ister required a report from the inspector
of mines. A favourable veport was
given, but besides that the Minister
required a further report and Tnspector
Howe visited the district. The inspeetor
saw the spot, and also made eertain recom-
mendations.  Was it necessary for that
officer to go up again? Tt must be re-
membered that prospeetors were not able
to hold on to their shows (o develop them
if there was no possibility of zetting their
stone erushed. T prospectors had te wait
months and maonths for a battery, they
beeame discouraged, and would «o to
other fields. If a battery were not erected
there before long this would happen to
that field, and then the reports would he
to the effect that as the population was
dwindling away there was no necessity
for a publie battery,

The Minister for Mines: We arranged
for a wafer supply in the meantime.
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Mr. TROY: The prespeetors had been
anxious to sink for water theselves so as
to secure a battery. Recently he had seen
some old Murchison prospectors in Perth,
and they had told him the field was one
of the hest in the Murchison. It was evi-
dent that if only a battery were
erected there, many of those prospec-
tors would go to the  distriet.
While the Minister endeavoured to
justify delays it must not be forgotten
that there was much mwaladministration in
connection with other branches of work
in the department. There had not beeu
s0 much delay in other directions us in
cases where the interests of prospectors
were concerned. For instance, in connee-
tion with this particular work, a great
deal of tune had been wasted on the ques-
tion whether a two or tive-head battery
should be erected. While there bad been
a delay of six or seven months in
this case, not long ago, with very little iu-
quiry, and without any loss of time, the
Minister pave a vole amounting iv over
£300 to Messrs. Wilson and Moxon for the
purpose of purchasing o battery.

The Mimistér for Mines : My object
was fo give them a pumping plant; that
was what the vote was for.

M. TROY : This ease was a elear proof
of maladministration by departinenial
officials. The prospeciors al dessenger’s
Patech had heen compelled to wait for
months before getting even a decision as
to ftheir request for a hattery. while
Messrs. Wilson and Moxon had their re-
quest complied with al once. The Min-
ister did not in their case ask that the in-
spector of mines at the Murehison should
report on the loeality, but he ohtained a
report from Mr. Greenard who was then
in Perth on his holidays. Mr. Greenavd
had not been in the locality for seven
years.

The Minister for Mines: He inspected
the mine when it was being opened up.

Mr. TROY: Mr. Greenard was a man
whom he knew well, and he was not qnar-
relling with the fact that he was asked (o
repori. He would trust Mr. Greenard in
any atier in which he might be asked lo
give an opinion, for he was a competent
and good officer. and had the confidence
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of the people. He (Mr, Troy} was merely
pointing out that no time was lost in com-
plying with the desires of these individu-
als. Mr. Greenard in his report reporied
that the field had been a good one, and
could well be developed.

The Minister for Mines: He said it was
a good mine.

Mr. TROY : Yes, and the DMinister
made an advaunce of £300 to enable Wil-
son and Moxon to purchase a boiler and
winding engine and pump in order that
they might pump out the mine and de-
velop it.  Mr. Greenard suggested that
al Goongarrie there was o -plant at a
copper ine which would suit the pur-
puse admirably. The Minister agreed to
the expenditure, but on the understanding
that these people were to receive in wages
£2 per week by virtue of the work they
did in nining development.

The Minister for Mines: 1 took a hond
of £100.

Alrv, TROY: All the facts were in the
papers, and in addition, ke had received
themn from ancther souree. He had no
animus against Mr. Wilson—he was not
now referring to the Treasurver, for
against him he had no personal animus,
as it was only about him as Treasurer he
was eoneerned—hut he took exeeption to
the way in which the whole question of
Facilities for the district was administered
by the departmeni. If that was an ex-
ample of the way the department was
being administered, very little eredit aut-
tached o it. When the Solicitor General
was asked to draw np an agreement, and
give the Govermment a lien over the pro-
perty, lte puinted out that it was an illexal
actton. In writing to the Under Seecrc-
tary fer Mines he said—

“Am T right in assuming that £200
is to be advanced for payment of the
purchase price of machinery and £100
‘towards the erection of a battery?”

This was the first time the battery was
mentioned. Mr. Greenard did not recom-
mend more than there should be a pump-
ing plant, a winding engine, and a boiler.
The two men mentioned had no stone
raised, and did not want a batterv then.
The Minister did not advance the money
for the purchase of a battery, for no rea-
sonable man would have done so. It
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wonld have heen a ridieulous propesition
io give a battery to people who were only
working a prespeeting avea, and who did
not eonsider the ground worth taking up
as a lease.

The Minisier for Mines: The money
was given to them to unwater the mine.

Mr. TROY: The Solicitor General said
fmrther in his letler—

“Also that as security for this ad-
vanee you propose to take a mortgage
of the prospecting area and any mining
tenement info which it may he con-
verted a hill of sale of the machinery
and necepl the gnarantee of Mr. Quig-
lev. If so I must point out that the
advance, unless modified to be ar the
rate of one pound for one pound of
the @pplicant’s own moneys, does not
come within the scope of the Mining
Development Aet.”

It was paointed out in the Mining Develop-
ment Aect how money enuld he advanced,
and it was elear that it was only (o be
advanced when the cireumstances were
very different from those of the appliea-
tion in question. Section 15 of the Act
said—

“(a) A deseription of the mine npon
which it is intended by the applicant
to prospect for gold or minerais. and
the means by which prospecting ig fo
be carvied on: {b) a statement show-
ing the period of time over which the
advanee is to extend, and fthe instal-
ments in whieh the mlvance is requived:
(2} a statement showing what security
the applicant will give to secure the re-
payment of the advance. and showing
how and when the applicant intends to
repay the advance; and (d) any other
and further information as the Minister
may reruire, or as may be presevibed.”

These provisions were never complied
with. Section 16 stated—

“Sneh deseription, staiemenis, and in-
formation shall he verified by statulory
declaration.”

While in Seetion 17 appeaved the follow-
ing:—

“No instalment shall he paid to any
miner unmiil the Minisier is satisfied
thai—(a) For every pound i{n be ad-
vanced sueh miner has, ont of his own
resonrces, after making such applica-
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tion. actnally and properly expendad

in mining operations on the mine held

by him a sum of one pound in work,

labonr. material:  and that (b} soch

miner has also previonsly actually and

properly expended. in mining opera-

tions on the said mine, all previous in-

stalments ndvanced by the Minister,”
These were (he only means by whieh an
advance could be made. None of the con-
ditions to which he had referred were com-
plied with, and yet, exiracidinary as it
may seem,the utmost haste was shown and
no preeaution was taken in regard to the
advance. The sum of £300 was advanced,
and with thad they purchased the hatiery
on the Havelock lease at Tuckanarva, and
these people liad aot faken out one ponnd
of stone from the lense, nor even a quart
of water. The hattery was a sccond hand
one and was carted to the station at Tock-
anarra by Mr. Boundy, who, ap to some
time ago, had not received one cent. 1t was
taken at Govermment expense to Yalgoo,
and a boiler was sent up from Perth,
and for the term of three weeks there
was lyving at Valgoo a five-head battery
and all the equipment with the excep-
tion of ihe boiler, which had been carted
out to the Mystery lease at Melville. The
machinery was retained at Yalgoo hecause
the applicants could not pay the railway
freight; they did not have a cent. They
zot the money under extremely generous
conditions: they wof it Ulegally, because
the Acet did not allow the noney to be ad-
vanced on =nch terms.  The Minister for
Mines had advanced apact from the £300,
an additional £30 in order to pay the
Railway Department for the earriage of
the machinery,

The Minister for Mines: TL was not ad-
vanced (o these people: the railway de-
partment was paid for the freight.

Mr. TROY : And what had the Minister
1o show for it to-day?

- The Minister for Mines: We sold the
battery for £330,

Mr. TROY: That was all
These people made a further uppliea-
tion for £200, but one conld nol bhlame
them for doing so because they had been
g0 suecesstul onthe fivst oceasion. Fortuna-
tely. however, they did nol get this mouey.
While s0 much haste was shown with re-

right.
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gard 10 these people. he could not help
referring to the policy of procrastination
with regard to dealing with the prospec-
tors at Messenger’'s Pateh. Mr. Wilson
was a eonstituenl of his. and the 1rans-
aclion wag over property which wag in
his {Mr. Trov's) electorate. The Mini-
ster might say that he was endeavouring
i open up that electorale; hul proper
precaution did not seem to have heen
taken. The Minister knew the person he
was dealing with lhecause there was an
-expression of caution in his own hand-
writing on (he file. and the Minisier alse
‘knew the financial position of the appli-
<cants, One of those appheants told him
(My. Troy) how the money had been re-
ceived: hut it was not his desire to take
the man’s word. In sueh a case lie pre-
ferred to talk uwpon emly what was eon-
tained in the papers dealing with the sub-
ject. The papers showed cleavly that the
Mines Department could not claim 1o have
any admnistrative capacity. 1F that was
‘the manner in which every maiter was
transacted in the Mines Department there
was very little administrative ability
amwong the heads of that department. The
papers showed that no eare was exereised.
These people seemed tuv have heen able
1o get the mony just as thevy wanted it.
and the department were at their wiis
end to know how they were going to make
up the loss. If sueh a thing eonld obiain
once, it eould obiain n connection with
.other applications also, and he hoped ihe
Minister would see that the persons re-
sponsible were cautioned in order to pro-
~vide against such illegal transactions hap-
pening in the future.

Mr. Collier: The Minigier musi be re-
sponsible, not the officers.

Mr. TROY: The Minister claimed he
‘was away from his office at the time. It
had to be undersiood ihat the officials
showed that they posseszed very slip-shod
methods in dealing with imporiant matters
in  the department. He merely men-
tioned thi= to show that while members
heard much about the henest administra-
tion of the department. such an aection
wauld noi hear out the assertion often
maile in that connection. He had asked
the Minister not to go on wiith the work
wf erecting a two-liead battery. [f we
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had ihese 1wo-head mlls with o crush-
ing capacity of 300 jons a week it would
inke months before the acenmulation of
glone wag overtaken: and all the time
naners and others who were attracted to
ithe spoi by the baltery. would be opening
up their properties and the acenmulation
wonkl continne.  The result would be that
there would nol be that development which
il was desirved to see in the district. While
the Minister said that every endeavour
must be made to bring about a redue-

tion in the eost of treatment, he (M.
Troy) would point out that as _it
was  essential in eonnection  with the

larger corporations, so also was il es-
sentinl in  connection wilh the State
batteries thal we should eut down costs
to a minimuin in order to give the pros-
pectors the advantage. The Minister would
never cut down the cost if he went on buy-
ing serap-heap batteries and erecting them
as State batleries. Such a system would
never do any good. The only way by
which costs could be cut down was by
ingtalling up-io-date plants whieh would
provide for the latest treatment. The
plant the Minister had erected at Black
Range was one of the kind he desired
i see crecled. Tn all localities we must
erect these plants and secure the best
possible  treatmenl in order to bnng
ahont efficient and economical working, by
whiclh means we would be able to rednce
the charges. [f we did not do this we
would never be ahle to cut down the cost.
and the Minister would net be able to
aggist the prospectors in Incalities where
the mines were of a low-grade character.
There was another way by which the pros-
pector could be assisted, and that was
i rvegard to providing waier supplies.
He had little fault to find wilh the de-
partment in this eonvection, hecause great
work had heen done in regard to pro-
viding  waler supplies (o prospectors.
That was one of the best means-by which
the ecountry eould be developed.  Years
age in the House, when he firsi entered it.
he pointed out it would be a wise policy
to put down a hore to locate water in the
Lake Barlee countiv. The Minister, later
on recognized that, and to-day that had
been done to some extent and good results
had followed, becawse a gnidfield was be-



1462 Annual Estimales:
ing opened up which would never have
been opened up but for the discovery of
water. If we could spend a good deal
of woney in this connection and spend
it wisely and well there would be other
fields opened up. Prospectors would be
able to camp where the hores were put
down and form depdts to prospect likely-
looking eountry. He was aware that the
department had speni money in equip-
ping prospectors, and lLe regretted that
althongh this money was expended with
Lhe best possible intzntions, it was found
the result was not what they would have
wished it to be. He regretted that not
many fields had beeu opened up; hut if
we opened up one good field, that would
compensate the State for tlie expenditure
incurred in regard to equipping pros-
pectors. The system shouid not be aboli-
shed, but we might encourage bona fide
prospectors and equip them whenever
they were willing to go ont to open np
new localities. In regard to cther ways
by which prospectors could be assisted,
we often charged the prospector a num-
ber of smal!l fees. These could well be
abolisned becaust they eould not be of
mueh advantage to the revenue. Their
abolition would mean a great deal to the
prospector, who would be able to spend
a few pounnds thus saved in developing
his property. TFer instanee, why was it
necessary to advertise in the paper that
a man was going to take up a certain
lease? He bhad to pay 15s. for that ad-
vertisement, when a notice at the Mining
Registrar’s offiee should suffice.  If a
prospector applied for exemption he was
charged exemption fees, and in every
little way we extracted from him money
which he could use to advantage in other
directions.

The Minister for Mines: We pive a
prospecting area.

Mr. TROY: That was true, and these
areas had given an impetus to mining de-
velopment. That would not have been done
were it not for the granting of these pros-
pecting areas.

The Minister for Mines: We think it
most essential to give the fullest publieity
to these applications for leases.

Mr. TROY: The Minister would re-
cognise that miners were pretty well alive
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to what was going on, If a miner desired’
to get a certain lease he would very sodn
make all necessary inquiries with regard
to it. He hoped that in the future when-
ever a promise was made during a Minis-
terial visit, that promise would be earried
out. He regretled to say that the Mines
Department was somewhat notorious for
the non-fulfilment of promises. It would
be better if in the future there were given
less cause of complaint n this regard.
While there was little in the Estimates to
encourage, he hoped that during the com-
ing year there wounld be such a develop-
ment in mining as would give the gold
production a decided inipetus. He felt
sure that if the Government were to put
on the Loan Estimates £50,000 for the
erection of public batteries and for as-
sistance to legitimate mining development,
there would be as a result a big increase
in the gold production of Western Aus
tralia. There was probably no member
of the Committee who would eavil at the
Government for spending a fair amount
of money on mining developmet. For his
part he was quite willing fo vote any res
sonable money for the development of the
agricultural industry, and he held that in
regard to mining development there was
a very grave neeessity for encourage-
ment. Every effort should be made to
prevent this steady dwindling of the gold
production. He had hoped that ere this
the Government would have done some-
thing to puf a stop to it by the adoption
of such a poliey as would bring about
a more prosperous era in mining. If an
additional 20,000 men were employed on
the goldfields, the market they wounld pro-
vide for the farmers of the State would
relieve the latter from outside competi-
tion. There was within the State a fine
bhody of the men who, every year, took
their fives in their hands and went out
prospecting in an endeavour to open up
new fields. Due encouragement of these
men mighl at any time result in the dis-
covery of another Black Range or Meeka-
tharra, which would to a very large de-
gree remove the depression hanging over
the State at the present time.

Hou. . H. PIESSE: The Minister
stood for congratulations upon the state-
ment he had presented to the Commiitee
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that evening. 1t showed very careful
thought and a complete grasp of the de-
partment over which he presided. His
statement should assure hon. members of
the future of the mining industry. Hon.
members knew of the great influences
brought to hear upon the country’s wel-
fare by the gold-mining indusiry, and of
the assistance it had rendered to its kin-
dred industry, agriculture. The figures
given by the Minister showed that hon.
members had much to congratulate them-
selves wpon in regard to the future pros-
pect of mining. Although nothing was
being heard of phencmenal diseoveries
sueh as had marked the years 1896 and
1897, yet there was something much more
encouraging; that was the steady develop-
ment going on, He himself had heard
from those who ought to know that there
were many indications of steady develop-
ment which must mean a great deal for
the State. The member for Mi. Magnet
had expressed a wish {0 see another
‘20,000 men employed on the goldfields.

The Minister for Mines: We have
room for 100,000.

Hon. ¥. H. PIESSE: No doubt the
time would come when these additional
men would be fourd upon the goldfieids.
Although remarks had been made in re-
gard to the cutting down of expendi-
ture, the fact was not to be lost sight of
that a considerable sum of monev had
been expended in eunneetion with the
developmenlt of our goldfields. For his
part he would not ask that there should
be any reduction provided the finances
of the ecountry were sufficient to eon-
tinue the carrving on of the necessary
wark. Just the same he wished to draw
attention to the faet that up to the end
of June last £1.119,866 had been spent
on poldfields developments, while the
amount spent on the development of
agriculture was £818,400. At first glance
it might be thought that agriculture had
received an enormous amouni of money,
almost as much as the goldfields. But
it was to be remembered that of this
sum, £300.000 had been provided for the
purchase of lands on the Great Southern
Railway, while another £294.740 had
gone in the construetion of the rabbit-
proof fence. Thuos by deducting ihese
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figures from the total it would be found
that £223,660 was the amount actually
expended in conneetion with the develop-
ment of agricultyre. He had no wish to
set the one industry against the other:
Whenever he had had an opportunity of
speaking in vegard to these two indus-
tries, e had always given first plice to
that of mining which had done so much
for the State. Great benefit had been
derived from it, and it was their duly
to do all that was possible for the in-
With the member for Moung
Magnet he was exceedingly sorry that
there should Tiave Been any neccésity for
a reduction in expenditure on the de-
velopment of the industry. He fell that
if they eould afford to do mare it should
he done. He was with the member for
Mount Magnet in his praises of that in-
portant factor whish had helped so
much to  build up the smaller mines,
namely the publi¢c ballery svstem. The
svstem had been introduced in rhe davs
of that Administratien whieh had taken
so great a part in the development of
the country. Tr had been c¢ortinued and
further improved by suceessive Govern-
ments, and especially by the present
Government and the present Minister
for Mines, who had given such a glow-
ing report of its prospeets Lhat night.
Tt was sincerely io be huped thn' this
svstem would he still further iiaproved
and infroduced in different parts of the
econniry  where hitherto its advantages
had not been available. Although there
was sfrong cause for economising in all
possible directions, yet there was not
cause for anything in the nature of: real
anxiety. A depression eertainly existed
in some directions aud il had affected
the eountry generally, if only in 8 modi-
fied degree. After ali, the resourees of
the country were vovmideruble. and it
was {0 be hoped that only a vere short
time would elapse hefore tlie Govera-
ment would again e 1 a posifion to
resort to the poliny of judiciously spend-
ing money in the expansion of the great
gold mining industry. In the meantime
it would he wise to keep down expenses
wherever possible. There appeared to
be a large expenditure in certain diree-
tions; but it was to be remembered that
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there was a very large area to be irav-
ersed. Teaving out Kimberley which at
one time had been so prominent as a
mining centre, there were the separate
centres of Pilbara, Murchison, North
Eastern Goldfields, Kalgoorlie, Coolgar-
die. Norseman, Southern Cross, Green-
bushes, and Collie. The distance hetween
these places meant a very much heavier
cost of administration than was  the
case in fthe FEastern States. The tre-
mendons areas fo be eovered made it all
the more difficult to administer the de-
partment. Noue would deny that wher-
ever possible the expenditure should be
rednced. He for one was satisfied that,
given time. the Minister would bring
abont all neeessary reduetions.  There
had been a period of disquietude during
the past five or six menths in which few
men conld have done as well as had the
Minister.  Consenuently although mis-
takes might have bheen made there was
some exeuse for them. Happily the time
was not far distant when things would
settle down into their normal condition
once more. It was to be hoped we would
see the development that had been men-
tivned by the Minister and the member
tor Mount Magnet, the hopefulness
shown hy the Minister being confirmed
by the latter. He had visited many por-
tions of the goldfields and his most re-
cenl trip was to Meekatharra. Tt was
# splendid district where phenomenal
developments were taking place wiil the
most economical administration and ex-
penditure, evidence of what eould he
dune by men determined to carry on the
work  of development. All this was
done by the working miners who showed
how economieally development could be
carried out and how systematieally, the
result being most eneouraging and prov-
ing that the State should spend more
maney Lo encourage them, for instanee,
i our voting the necessary funds for
building a railway to the loeality. That
projected  railway must ultimately go
further North and do mueh to develop
that great eountry lying beyond Meeka-
tharra.  Another railway construction
that gave mueh promise for the future
was the building of the line to Sand-
stone. 1t was said that those concerned
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n agrienlture were not as sympathetic
with the gold mining industry as they
should bhe, but this aceusaiion counld
havdly be made with earnestness, be.
cause those engaged in agriculture knew
how mueh their industry depended on
the development of the goldfields. Tt
made one shudder from time to time to-
read in the newspapers of so many ac-
cidents vecurring in owr mines, and he
was with those who knew more of min-
ing in their endeavours th prevent these
accidents oceurring; but we had in the
Minster o sympathetic  adinistrator
who was desirons of doing all possible
to afford proteetion to the miners in
their dangerous tasks, and to thouse en-
gaged in analogous industries in which
a large number of people were engaged
and in which many were injured, thongh
not so many as in the mining industry.
If there was anything he (Hon. F. H.
Piesse) found he ceould do te improve
the eondition of the miners lie would be
only too ready to help.

Mr. Scaddan: It would be intevesting-
to find some of those oceasions when yow
voted with us.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: Oue not
alwavs s0 sure as to the wisdom of hon.
members’ proposais,  Hon, mewbers had’
not always gone the right way about ob-
taining the =upport of other members
necessmy for adopting provisions for the
proteetion of these men.

Mr. Scadden : Then we will bring the
dead bodies and lay them on the Table.

Hon. F. II. PIESSE: We did not want
anything so eallous as that, There was.
no one more sympathetic than himself,
hut when one was desirous of giving as-
sistanee we often found interjections of
this character that did morve harm to the:
cause hon, members had at heart than
anything else, aud really set one side of
the Committee against the other. Bat he
had already expressed the view that in
party Government, whielt seemed to be
the rule and to he netessdry for earrying
on  administration, the 'real erux of the:
question was often ldst sight of. No one
was hetter pleased than he al the success
that had followed in the wake of the de-
velopiuent of the Collie coaltields. With-
out being egotistical, he felt that he had

was
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given Collie a great start. It was ia
1898 that the Railway Department, under
his administration, had first tried to make
use of the coal. He had travelled with
the drivers on their engines to see how the
coal was acting. It was found that
shale was heing sent from the West Collie
mine. It was noi coal and had to be
thrown away by the drivers, They said
they eould not use it. However, now we
found thai there was coal n the district,
and it was heing used widely on the rail-
ways. In this vegard the railways were
doing great good to the eountry. The in-
formation given by the Minister to-night
- that there were other deposits of ecoal
in the neighbourhood of Collie of equal
importance to and perhaps of better qual-
ity than the developed seams, showed that
we had wealth there that must ultimately
he turtted to great account. We nust all
work together with one object and try to
do our best to develop the primary in-
dustries and turn them o aceount. In
asking this he did not wish the other im-
portant industries of the State to be lost
sight of any more than the mimng in-
dustry. He gave place to no one in his
desire to help forward all industries of the
State, and he was merely mentioning these
things because it was so frequently stated
that members representing agricaltural
constituencies did not take the same in-
terest in mining affalrs as they did in the
other industries of the country with which
they were so closelv associated.

My, Heitmann : It is true.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE : In company
with the hon. member he had travelled to
see the Murchison, and he had travelled
over more of the other goldfields of the
State than the hon. member had. His
asseciation with the goldfields had been
from 1893, and he felt that we eould not
do too mueli, short of being extravagant,
in asgisting the industry.

Mr. Heitmaun : You vote just as you
are told on everv mining question.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: These remarks
would not have been utlered had it not
heen for the comparisoms made by the
menmber for Mount Magnet. He did not
bBegrndge the expenchture of the £201).000
it it were wisely expended in developing
an industry that did so much for the State.
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Agother thing; more of our mining ma-
chinery should be made in the State.
Some was made here, but there was room
for much more to be made. 1t we could
get our factovies establizhed we should
not need to import anything b special
parts.  Everyday machinery such as was
used in publie batteries and works of that
kind conld be made here.  This wolild
give employment to our awn pepple and
would keep the money in our ecountry,
and =0 do much to foster other industries.
He merely rose to express his opinion in
regard Lo these comparisons and also to
congratulate the Minister ou making a
statement that would be read throughout
the country with great interest. It proved
that (e Minister had taken a great in-
rerest in his work. Of course the Min-
ister’s long association with the mining
industry enabled him to give his state-
ment tully and explicitly. The country
veeognised and appreciated the Minister’s
work. [t should be an encouragement to
those inferested in the State and those
likely to associate themselves with it that
cur prospects were so satisfactory.

Mr. HOLMAXN: The mining industry
had always been regarded by him from a
non-party point of view, it being imma-
terial to him what pavty was in power or
what Mmister was in eontral of the de-
partment so long as the industry was
being pushed ahead. He had worked the
whole of lis time to make i1 a suecess,
and it was noi his fault it the Minis-
ter held different views. They ought
koth be working in tle same direction,
though the administration might net n
hiz opinion be suitable to the majority of
those eonnected with the industry. Like
the member for Katanning(Hon. F. H.
Piesse), lis connection with gold mining
in Western Australia dated hack to 1893,
and he had always taken an active part in
it. The position of the industry was nof so
satisfactory as the Minister would lead
us to believe, the return last year heing
the lowest for seven vears past. Tt showed
perhaps that the wines were getting to
pourer zones, on which aceount we should
do all we possibly could to open up new
fields. The brightest feature to-day was
that many small companies and parties of
pruspectors were working their proper-
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ties. They were doing more for the de-
velopment of the country than the whole
of the big mining companies who were
turning out so much of the gold. Unfor-
tunately for these smaller people the as-
sistance rendered by the State was not
given in the .right direction. There was
too greal a tendency to give it to the hig
companies and to allow the poor strug-
gling men to do the hest they possibly
could for themselves. Frequent applica-
tions were made for assislance for some
parts of the State without any considera-
tion being given to the requests. Excep-
tion must be taken to the fact that com-
munieafions sent to the Mines Department
were sometimes toially neglected, or re-
plies only sent affer a eonsiderable time.
He found that to be the case in many
important matters affecting the welfare
of hundreds of men, and on this account
he had great cause for complaint against
the administration. His might be an ex-
ceptional case; if so, he hoped the Min-
ister, whatever his feelings might he to-
wards himself, would not allow them fo
eause any wan working in the State to
suffer.

The Minister for Mines: Yon can rest
assnred of that.

Mr. HOLMAN ; Matters affecting hun-
dreds of men had not received the atten-
tion they deserved. He wonld like the
Minister, when he talked of assisling pros-
pectors, fo be more praetical and give
the assistance and talk less about it.

The Treasuier: Why do you not set a
good example?

Mr, HOLMAN: Tt was pleasing to see
the Minister smile. Some of the recent
discoveries were of great importance. One
of the most promising districts was that
of Meekatharra. The whole of the credit
for the opening up of that disiriet was
due to the installation of State batter-
ses. Had it nct been for the starting of
State bhatteries Meekatharra would pro-
bably still be a swall struggling place;
bui instead of that we found 60 head
of stamps working there, and the
place was going ahead by leaps and
bounds; and instead of the population
heing 30 or 40, as it was seven years ago
when he first visited the district, there
were now over 1,000 men in the locality.
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The distriet was 36 miles long and had 2
good breadth, and it was one of the most
prosperons and most promising distriets
in the State. Wiluna had trebled its pop-
ulation in four years. Blaek Range also
was going ahead, and several other cen-
tres on the Murchison were very promis-

ing.  Some fields that promised a little
time agoe to bring about prosperity
in  Western Australia were not the
suceess one  would have liked. The

Minister in dealing with the Ravensthorpe
Railway had twitted him with speaking
without knowledge of what he was saying
and with condemning the place because
he had a zel agninst certain individuals in-
terested in that part of the State. All
he had said when speaking on the rail-
way Bill had been borne out by facts.
The Government had spent nearly £100,-
000 in that district on the raillway and
smelting works, and yet the total gold
yield from that centre for October was
only 33 ounces, and the copper yield of
the value of about £2,000. This was mueh
to be regretted, and he would mueh rather
have seen the place hooming and giving
employment to the 10,000 men the Minis-
ter promised would be there within a short
time of the starting of the railway. The
remarks of the Minisier that evening were
hardly in aceord with his views. The
Minister, speaking in conneetion with the
industry generally, said that in the first
place we must consider the State, and the
people engaged in the industry, and then
those who were investing their money.
His opinion was that the very first eon-
sideration should be given to the lives of
those engaged in the industry. He would
rather gee all the mines closed down for
ever than the sacrifice of life which had
occurred during the past few vears.
He had been engaged in mining for some
20 years, and to take his own case he
would rather see every mine closed down
than lose his health or his life at the in-
dustry. What applied to him equally
applied to all those now engaged in the in-
dusiry. The brains of the men of the
State should he given to ensure the fnllest
protection to those engaged in mining.
After that we should consider what
advantage the industry would be to
the State, and then—and he was with the
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Minister in this respeci—the interesis of
those who invested their money should be
eonsidered. Those people who gave their
money to the development of the mines
and the opening up of properties should
receive all the protection we could possi-
bly pive them so long as they treated the
people engaged in the industry with all
fairness and justice. He had always
spoken against the speculators who ex-
ploited vur mining industry. The Mini-
ster, in referring to the Phillips River
district. had said that the legitimate in-
vestors in that district were now being
given a chanee. This showed that the battle
the Labour party pul up on the question
some time ago was quite justified. The
people who originally got hold of the pro-
perty there were those trying (o exploit
the industry and using the Ministers to
obtain a promise of a railway. As soon
as they got it the promise was used in the
old eountry in all probabhility to bleed the
legitimate investors of a considerable sum
of money. At the time the line was pro-
mised the total value of zold and enpper
taken from the Phillips River distriet
ameunted to only £169,000. When Mr,
Kaufmann was promised the railway he
put lhe property on the London market.
The market value of the shares then was
£1,250,000. The monev which the inves-
tors put into the Phillips River distriet
was now gone, the investment was not
good, and the people had, in reality, been
“done” out of their money, perhaps for
the benefit of a few invesiors who were
only too willing to exploit not only the
investor hut also the State in arder that
they should get what they eould out of
them and give nothing in return. No one
was more anxious than he to gzive the
people now in that field every possible
assistance, and {o help them to develop
that part of the State, and make both the
mines and the railway a suecess. It was
to be hoped that the remarks of the Mini-
ster. who =aid many discoveries had
been made there recently, would turn
out to be correct, and that in future
many more tmen would be employed
than  were now  engaged in  the
mining industry at that place. TUn-
fortunately the people down there
were not  working  properly  even
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now. They advertised vecently in var-
ions parts of the State for men to go to
Phillips River, and on one day when
they advertised for 30 men at Kalgoor-
lie they dismissed about 30 men already
engaged. For some reason or other
they were lrying to get a large number
of men down there. e was sorry to
sce such tacties adopted, for if there
was uo work for the men to do efforts
should not be made to induce them to
go there. Reports lie had received from
men who had just ecome from the field
were unot very promising. When on a
previous occasion he had referred to the
fact thal lhe enpper market was un-
stable and that we could not look for-
ward to the continuation of the high
prices, the Minisier had strongly eriti-
cised him for his words. When dealing
with the Phillips River Railway Bill he
quoted the copper market prices for
over 100 years, and showed by these that
the high prices did not last for any
length of time, and that the market
fluetnated very considerably. He had
said we could never look for stability in
the market or the maintenance of very
high prices. Sometimes the price was
as high as £100, but within a week or
two it drepped to £50 or £60. That had
always been the case, and there was no
reason why there should not be a re-
currenee of the fluctuations in the prices
in the fature. A railway which was per-
fectly justified was that to Norseman,
aud he felt sure that part of the State
would assist greatly in increasing the
gold output. It was io be hoped the dis-
frict would turn out a sueecess, and give
something in return for the econstrue-
iton of the line. Of the other goldfields
railways constructed that to Meeka-
tharra would pay from the time the rails
were laid and the work should be pushed
on with as quickly as possible. There
were other railways which must be taken
into eonsideration; one was to Wiluna,
the developments at which place were
equal to the hrightest in the country at
the present time. The distance of *Wil-
una from the seaboard was consider-
able, and a railway there was quite
justified. In all his mining experience
he had never seen such large ore bhodies
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as there were there. In one place there
was so huge an ore body (that one blast
broke over 300 tons of ore. That was
something in the natwre of a record.
Now, as to the State battery svstem. As
he had mentioned some time ago, {he
ereetion of State batteries had made a
great many centres.  Meekatharra had
been absolutely made. while since a bal-
tery was crecled at Nonnine the gold
output had been practieally doubled. At
the present (ime there were over 200
men at Yaloginda, but they conld not get
a battery, although vne was practieally
promised nearly two vears ago.  The
miners were strugeling on, but they had
to pay from 12s, to 14s, a ton for earfing
stone to the nearest baiters.  Thar
meant an exira four or live dwts. on {o
the value of their stone, and this was a
very serious consideration.  The same
policy should be earried out there as in
other parts of the State. and that was
the provision of crushing facilities, 1f
these were given the place would go
ahead as fast as Meekatharra, and the
population in the very near future wounld
be from 700 to 800, There was reason for
complaining  of the Minister’s attitude
during the past six months in regard to
that district. Some time ago he went o
Wiluna and made a greal many pro-
mises whieh had not been carrvied ont.
The importance of the plare shonld be
taken inte consideration, and the Miu-
ister should fuliil the promises he made.

The Minister for Mines: 1 have re-
commended that a registrar and eclerk
of courts should be appointed.

Mr. HOLMAN:  Quarters were re-
fuired. and there werc many other mat-
fers needing attention wlich he had re-
cently brought before the Minister. and
coneerning which promises were made
#ix months age. Some of them should
have been earried out long hefore this in
order to benefit the people who wece
trying to make the place. which was the

furthest away in the Kast Murchison
roldfield, fit to live in. During the past
three vears (he population there had

trebled. What kept Wiluna back and
what was keeping the mining industry
of the State back was that so  many
large areas were locked up under exemp-
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tion and by eoneentration of labonr
Theve were now holdings all over Wesi-
ern Australia big enough for pastoral
lands.  If the mining companies holding
those areas worked on at the rate they
were now doing we could vest assured
that there was no possibility of the min-
ing industry being warked out for the
next 230,000 vears; such was the way
i which the owners were working their
properties, To his own knowledge there
were leases held which had not heen
worked legitimately by the companies
for six or seven vears.

The Minister for Mines: Which are
they?

A, HOLMAN: The Star of the East.
for instanee. That property was being
worked a little by tributers, but in the
last six or seven vears there had been
practically no legitimate mining done
there. There were many other similar
cases. The Peak Hill Company held
over 300 aeres under leasehold; of that
quantity  about 260 aeres had never
had a piek driven in it, Tf that land
were made available for workmen many
leases would be taken up and worked
properly. Then there was coneentration
of labour and amalgamation.  Where
companies held 300 or 400 acves the
work was concentrated, and  conse-
quently the praperty was nol worked ns
it should be. What had made the field
of Bendign in (he past was that v a

great many of the mines there was
a distance  of  only 200 feet
along  (he line of lode allowed.
Evervy bit of ground was worked to the
hest possible advantage. Western .\us-
tralia would have heen much further

abead if it had adopted the same system.
He was corry that we saw fit to increase
the acreage which could ke held hy one
man; it should have remamed at two
men for six aeres. as it was some vears
ago, instead of two men to twelve acres
ns it was at the present time, In dealing
with the question of the Star of the East,
the Minister would know that some time
ago an application Tor forfeiture was
made far Ihat lease. Warden Troy re-
commended that a fine of £50 in lieu of
forfeiture should be imposed, That re-
commendation wax senf (o the Minisier
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in May ur June of 103, and the veply
from the Minister was not seni up for
:sonte six wonths afterwards.

The Minister for Mines: T think it was
abour two and a-half months: T was away
at the tiroe,

Mr. HOLMAN: Tt was about five
months.  In that ecase the mine was al-
lowed to hald all the acreage, hecause

while tF was in dispute nothing could be
«done.

The Minister for Mines: I fiml from the
papers the exemption they have had sinee
190 has ifotalled three vears and nine
months.

e, HOLMAN: During the whole of
that rime fhey have nni been working the
lease. On several oecasions application
‘was ade for forfeiture. and on every
accasion  thev  had tributing parties at
work.  Even to-day the leases were held
hy tributors,  During the last six or seven
years. probably not moere than £100 had
heen spent in wages on that mine,  That
was the lond of thing that was killing the
‘Industry.

The Minister for Mines: Tt 13 elaimed
that they have spent £70,000 there. The
Tast reeommendation from the  warden
was  that exemption should he granied,

cand thai it shontd he the Ilast ehance.

M. HOLMAX : The warden had never
=poken se srrongly awainst any properiy
as he had done against 1he Star of the

“Fast. We lad the same thing at Day
Dawn  and  at Wiluna.  The Minisier
‘would know thai wlen they held big pro-
perties of 300 or 100 acres under ex-
cmption. vear after vear, it was he who
stopped those exemptions in 1903 or 1904,
and from that {ime on the distriets had
gone an making progress. A good many
other mining leases would be n the same
position io-day if the same attitude had
heen adopted towards them in the past.
He brought the matter forward in show

that if streng action was taken. the
mining  industry  wmust go ahead. At

Meekaiharra and Black Range and other
places were properties were owned by
‘the wuorking miners. exemption was sel-
«dom asked for. It was in these cases
that the department should give everv
possible  encouragement.  There were
times. however. when it was necessary that
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exemptions should be given, but we should
draw the line somewhere, and compel the
holders 1o work their leases or throw fhem
up) A matter ihat he took strong ex-
veption to was that too many officers of
the Stale Batteries Department were al-
lowed 10 1nke an aetive part in political
affairs.  Many of them had gone out of
their way to take certain aetion and to
do thing= which they had no right to do.
He (Mr, Holman} took very strong ex-
He desired to refer to
the purchase of an old eyanide plant at
Wilina. A grave mistake was made in
purehasing that vbsolete plant. which was
fust worked at Tuckanarra, and after-
wards earied (o Wiluna. The battery
manager then recommended that it should
not be purchased, but on the recommend-
ation of Mr. Dunstan, £100 was given
for it.

The Minister for Mines: 1 can explain
that later on. and T ihink T will he able
to saiisfy the hiom. member. We lLave a
<pecial scheme there.

Mr. HOLMAN:
thonght.

The Minister for Mines: Tt wonld not
have paid to pat a new evanude plant
there.

Mr. HOLMAN: But these vz were
abzolotely uselesg, thex were eaten through
and eould he wsed for nothing else but
colanders.

The Mivister for Mines: The purehase
was =trongly recommendel.

Mr. HOLMAN: Ile would mnt he a
wize man who recommended the purehase
of such a plant. but in all probability
there waz something in whaf the Minister
snid. He (Mr. Holman) saw the plant
at Tuekanarra years ago, and when it
war taken ont to Wiluna, it was praeti-
rally useless, Tt was mueh belter in snch
cases 1o pay a gond price for o sood ar-
tiele.  While travelling in the out-hack
districts he had notieed that there were
many people who took a keen inferest in
affairs which did not exaeily touch their
own pockeis. bot  which were matters
purely coneerning the welfare of the
mining industry. and they were always
alive to incidents such as the purchase of
that c¢yvanide plani. T members conld be
assured tha: the onilay of £100 wonld be

That  was  what he
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repaid, of evurse there was nothing wrong
in effecting the purchase.

The Mimister for Mines: It just suited
onr purpose.

Mr. HOLMAN: The plant was pur-
chased immediately afler the Minister’s
visit.

The Minister for Mines: Oh, no! about
two months ago.

Mr. HOLMAN: It was to be hoped the
interests of the prospectors would be close-
ly studied and that more attention would
be given to them rvather than to those
parasites who lived upon the men who did
the work. He would like to see exemp-
tions done away with to a greater extent
than at present, also conecentration, and
the compelling of those companies which
had properties, and did not work them,
to man their leases independently of tri-
buters. We had an exawple of this at
the Star of Aberdare lease and others
as well. He would like to see the Mini-
ster go out of his way Lo give more as-
sistance to prospectors to enable them to
open up and develop their own shows,
At Meekatharra there were only two eom-
panies working. There were pros-
pectors there who had worked in that
place and some of them had not had
ennugl to buy food, but at the present
time they were very well off, and were
holding the hest properties theve. One
of the prospectors whom he knew had
spent £100 a week in prospecting and
opening up other properties. That was
the kind of man who deserved assistance.
Almost every man who had made money
in Meckatharra was spending it there in
development work. They were the men
o assist instead of a big company like
© Kaufman’s which had received assist-
ance to the extent of nearly £100,000. It
would be hetter in the interests of the
people if we gave £30,000 or £40,000 to
1,000 men who had been battling on their
own for the last six or seven years. In
listening {0 the return of the rich vields
read by the Minister, it was pleasing to
note that some of these plums were still
held out to those who were prospecting.
He could not help saying that those par-
ticular parts of the State to which the
Minister had referred, had only been
seratched. and as soon as some  in-
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ducement and prospects were beld out
to men lo do more legitimate work flan
had heen done in the past, the better it
would be for the State. He would like
to see more rewards given for the dis-
coveries of goldfields. There was an item
on the Estimates for the diseovery of the
Phillips River goldfield and it scemed
to be looking for someone to come along.

The Minister for Mines: We paid re-
cently 1 man named Dunn £200 in eon.
nection with the diseovery of Phiilips
River.

Mr. HOLMAN : Oue would like to know
the reason why in eounection with a field
like that, the output of which had been
very limited, sueh a reward was offered.
Phillips River had turned out £32,000
worth of gold, and £150,000 worth of cop-
per, and the Government gave £300 re-
ward for that. In Meekatharra, close on
half a million pounds worth of gold had
been produced, and an application was
made by one of the early discoverers for
a reward, and it was refused. This man,
Porter, who was one of three, had spent
hundreds of pounds in prospecting there,
and if he had received the reward it was
his intention to spend the whole of the
money in further prospecting the district.
Every possible encouragement should be
given to these men while they were willing
to develop the country. THe maintained
that if a reward could be given for the
discovery of other places, a fitting reward
should have been provided for the dis-
coverers of a goldfield like Meekatharra.
In all probability the reason why a re-
ward was not given in this instance was
because the old Garden Gully mine had
been worked there some vyears pre-
viously. Still without these men Meeka-
tharra could not have been the centre it
was to-day. He hoped the railway to
Meekatharra would be pushed on without
delay. The State Mining Engineer had
satisfied himself that this railway would
pay from its very inception. The ques-
tion of mining accidents was a serious
one. It was impossible to go too far in
the direction of giving necessary protec-
tion to the men engaged in that dangerous
calling. He would like to see the regu-
lations carried out even more strietly, and
the inspectors exercising an even more
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careful serutiny into the condition of the
mines. Unfortunaiely whenever the ques-
tion of mining regulations eame hefore
the House too many members were pre-
pared to place full eredence on the words
of the Minister. There were too many
members of the calibre of the member for
Kaianning whe, declaring that the miners
had his sympathy, took all sorts of care
that they never got his vote. The position
of the mining industry. though not so
good as the Minister would lead members
to believe, was not one fo feel any despair
about. Despite the Efaclk that the yield
was decreasing, a large number of local
parties and prospectors were opening ap
and developing properties for themselves.
With the exception of two, all the pro-
pertes at Meekatharra were held by loeal
working men. Had there been behind
the Meekatharra Goldfield the inflnence
thal was hehind the Phillips River field
some two vears ago, the railway would
bhave heen out there to-day. But as these
people at Meekatharra had not the influ-
ence cxercised by Waufman they had to
wait. Tou often did the Minister display
a tendency to give assistance to large
companies.  For instonee, £1,000 had
been promised to Mr. Trude on condition

that he would be prepared to crush for -

the prospeciors. But the conditions of
the agreement drawn up by the Minister
wonld not have given the necessary facil-
ities at all, becanse immediately (he
amount had been paid off Mr. Trude need
not bave erushed any more for the pub-
lie. '

The Minister for Mines: The agreement
was subsequently altered. At all events
he did not get any money.

AMr. HOLMAN: Mr. Trude had not got
any money, but he had received a promise
of £1,000 and on the seore of this he had
gone to Svdoey and publiely floaled the
property.  As soan as the company
was floated Mr. Trude had =aid he
did not want the money. And so
the men had still to econtinue paying
heavy freiwrhts on the eartage of their
stone some 10 or 12 miles into Meeka-
tharra. The Minister had given some re-
duction as an off-set against this, but it
was by no means commensurate with the
loss of time incurred. Another condition
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in the agreement with Alr. Trnde had pro-
vided that tailings must be removed with-
in three days of the ecrushing, failing
which they would become the property of
Afr. Trude.

The Minister for Mines: Yeu would
have to do that with any privaie battery.

Mr. HOLMAN: The terms of that
agreement had not heen fair and reason-
able at all. He hoped thal these prospec-
tors around Meekatharra would got better
consideration in the future. The Minister
would admit that it had heen on his {Mr.
Holman's) suggestion that “time »: ushing”
was first introduced in Western Ausfralia.
The inbroduetion of “time ernshing” had
assisted to make Meekatharra what it was
to-day. He hoped that during the coming
vear, instead of a gradual decrease in the
gold production an increase would be ex-
perienced, and ihat those who were work-
ing on the mining fields would find them-
selves in a more prospervus eondition thau
they were in to-day.

Mr. SCADDAN: TUnlike other mem-
bers who had spoken. he had no intention
of contining himself to a consideration
of the statisties in eonnection with the
mining industrry. Tt had become a prae-
tice with the Minister for Mines, the Pre-
mier, and every other Minister when ad-
dressing audiences in agricultural distriets
to point to the flourishing enndition of the
mining industry., and refer to the gold
won and the dividends paid. He ({Mr.
Scaddan) had never vet found in any of
these speeches a reference to what it was
costing the country in the lives of the men
employed in winning thai gold. But be-
fore gzoing more deeply into this guestion,
he wished to contradict a statement made
by the member for Katanning to the effeet
that the present Minister for Mines was
giving entire satisfaction to evervhody in
the eommunity. In order {o show that
that was not altogether correct. he would
read the following letter, dated 16th De-
celmber, 1908, and addressed to himself
from the secretary of the Goldfields Fed-
erated Miners’ Union of Wesfern Austra-
lia:—

“I am instructed to convey to vou the
best thanks of fhe miners for moving
m the direction of the produetion of the
files re the Mines Regulation Act. We
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consider that the publication of the
Mimster’s letler in refevence to the lia-
bility of employers under that Act has
shown him in his true colours as an
cnemy of the workers.”

That, he thought, was conclusive evi-

dence of the fact that the Minisier for

Mines was not giving entire satisfaction

to the whole of the eommunity. There

were over 17,000 men empluyed in the
mining industry in Western Australia.

That faet  was never prominently

brought forward; nor was the other

faet that during the last seven years the

State had lost by fatal aceidents 288

men following the employment of min-

ing, What was mostly harped npon was
that 1214 willions sterling had been paid
in dividends. He wanfed to know which
should be of the most concern to the

Committee: whether to reduce that num-

ber of falal accidents or to see that the

dividends paid were on the inerease?

From the statements made by the Min-

ister when touching on mining matters,

bhe (the Minister} was eongiderably more
econcerned about the dividends than
about the profeetion of the men winning
the gold. For his (Mr. Seaddan’s) part,
while Le remained in the House he was
going Lo look after the interests of the
men employved in the mines. the liealth
and the welfare of whom was of the Hrsi
imporiunee. He was not going to per-
mit the Commitfee ta overlaak that fact.
Tu this respecr he desired 1o take the
memhber for Katanning to task. That
member always  endeavoured to show
that he was in sympathy with the men
in the mines. He had frequently said
that if it conld be shown to him that
everyvthing was not as it ought to be, he
would lend the representatives of the
miners his support. But when those re-
presentatives endeavoured to show that
things were not as they ought to be. the
member tor Karanning was not in his
place. On every oceasion when amend-
ments of the Mines Regnlation Aet had
heen attempted with a view to protecting
the miners. the member for Katanning
in the course of his remarks bad apolo-
rizsed for the action of the Minister; but
when voting he had invariably voied
against (he amendments. He (My. Scad-
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dan) had previously  diseussed in the
House the question of a message sent by
the Minister for Mines through the-
vitices of the Premier and the Agent
General to the Mine Owners’ Associa-
tion in London.  On that occasion he-
had admitted that he might have been
incorrect i saving that a  cable was
sent.  He understond, since seeing the:
lile, 1that what he eomplained of as hav-
ing heen cabled was not cabled. but was
sent by messsage through the Premier’s.
Office lo the Agent General to satisfy
the mine owners in Londen: and as the
Minister on a previous oeeasion had re-
fused to vead that portion of the precis,
he (Mr, Scaddan) would do so.

The Minister for Mimes: It was pub-
lished six months ago in the Kalgoorlie
Miner,

Mr. SCADDAN: Yes, but with a lot
of padding round it so that it wounld not
he vead. The precis said—

““In the past there was some doubt

as (o whether actions for damages i

case  of aceident could he brought

against owners by emplovees under
the Mines Regulation Aecr. The new

Aet clearly sets out that no sueh re-

cowrse can he taken. On the whole,

the Aect is one which should eommend

itself to the mining ecommunity gen-

erallyv. '
One¢ could not say too much if il had’
only stupped there, but a further per-
uzal of the file showed that ihe Minister
was in possession of the fact thal this.
provision was eontained in the Act and
that no one else knew it. In his (Mr.
Seaddan’s) opinion there was eollusion:
on the part of somebady, and hie thought
that somebody was the Mimster, ncting
in eollusion. from the information one
could gain from the file, with the Parlia-
meutary Draftsman in placing a clause:
in the Bill introduced by Mr. Hastie
without Mr. Hastie's knowledgze. Hav-
ing perused the file cavefully he found
the draft arranged by Mr. Hastie, where
Mr. Hastie had eorvected it, and where
ihe State Mining Engineer had cor-
rected i1, and where clauses were in--
seried by the then Minisier. Mr. John-
son, at the request of Mr. Hastie, but
he found no reference tn this particular
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<lause that crept into the Bill after it
left Mr. Hastie’s hands, and he wanted
to know bow it came about that the
elause was in the Bill, and how it came
-about that the only person in the State
apparently anxious concerning the elause
was, so far as the file showed, the pre-
sent Mimister for Mines, alse how it
wame about thal the present Minister
wrote two minutes to the Crown Law
Department in eonnection with the mat-
ter. It was said in the precis by the
Minister that the right to sue for dam-
ages for injuries received through a
breacl: of the Mines Regulation Act did
not apply under the 1905 Aect: but ap-
parently ihe Minister had nol read the
file for there was on the file a minule
written by him to the secretary of the
‘Crown Law Department as follows:—

““Is  the statement covvect that a
Judge of the Full Court has held ihat
a suit for damages can be maintained
under the Mines Regulation Act for
accidents to employees? If so, I de-
sire it to be made absolutely c¢lear in
the Bill ai present hefore Parliament
that suits for aceidents ean only lie
under the Workers”™ Compensatioun
Aet, the Employers’ Liability Act and
Common Law.’’

This was passed on to Mr. Sayer, ihe
Parliamentary  Drafiswman and Crown
Bolicitor, who said in reply—

“Yes: [they could sue for damages]
bat I have already provided for this:
see Subsection 2 of Beetion 63.77

How came it that Mr. Sayer had pro-
vided for it without anything appearing
on the file of the draft Bill of Mr. Has-
tie, or a minute from Mr. Hastie.” or
from anveue else, unless someone was
acting with the Crown Solicitor? This
statement he (Mr. Seaddan) made witih
a full sense of his responsibility. 1le
wanted the question settled once and for
all, beecause it was of considerable mo-
meni to the men working in the mines,
and if the Minister was pguiliy be was
rot fit to hold the position of a respect-
able Minister, and was unfaiihful to his
trust.  The Minister had in his eare
17.000 men employed in the mines, and
should be faithful fo them. and if he
had attempted to make such a drastie
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alteration as that in a Bill placed on
the staiute-book for the protection of
these men it was his duiy, as Mimster,
to make the information known.

The Minister for Mines: Did you not
gsee a letfer on the file signed by M.
Dodd, the seeretary of the ininers’ union,
asking for the same matter to be effected?

Mr. SCADDAN would read the letter,
and also the Minisler's slatement where
he had, us on most other oceasions, evaded
the matter altowether and sent it on io the
Crown Law Department and to the pre-

_sent Atiorney General in a different form,

with the result that the point contained
in Mr. Dudd’s letter was overlooked. Alr,
Dodd’s letter was rather long, It was—

“Tn vesponse to your request for in-
formalion re the effect of the elimina-
tion of the provisions for suing for
damages wnder the Mines Regulation
Aet in case of injuries received whilst
at work, I beg to submit to you the
judgment delivered by Mr. Justice
Burnside in the case of Ricea wersus
the London and Exploration Co. You
will nbserve that the Judge has ruled
that a breaeh of the Mines Regulation
Act, whereby a person i= injured, does
not mean that there is cause for aetion
against the company.”

This was Mr. Justice Burnside's ap.nion,
and not the opinion referrved to by the
Minister at a later stage—

“The judgment n reality means that
the Aet provides for the inflietion of
a penalty only against the manager for
any hreach of the Act. There are many
very serious aceidenls on the wines
which are not covered by Common Law,
and I am afraid are also not covered
by the Employers’ Liability Act. The
case to which T am directing vour at-
tention"seems to he nne of these. Mad
there been any chance of proceeding
“under either of the Acts which I have
mentinned there is no doubt Ricea’s
solicitors  wonld have availed them-
selves of the opportunity. That they
did not dn so seems to be conclusive
evidence that there were no such
chances. Tt may be argued that the
Workers’ Compensation Aet provides
for a sufficient remedy, but T wonld
point out that the only amouni recover-
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able by an injured person under such
Aet is half wages up to £300. In the
case of a permanently injured person
yvou will realise how inadequate such
a provision is, The real ernx of the
watler is, however, whether or not a
breach of the Mines Regulation Act
which causes iunjuries to an employee
eonstitutes a claim under the Em-
ployers’ Liability Aect or at Common
Law. The judgment of Justice Burn-
side’s is one argument that it does not,
and the deecision of the Full Court in
the case of Dodge versus the Bellevue
Company is another,”

That was the judgment the

referred to later—

“To place the matter clearly before
vou T will quote a suppositions ease.
We will suppose a man is injured by
“falling from a ladder which has not
heen eonstructed in aceordance witl! the
Mines Regulation Act by having, say,
no staging between two levels where
there should have bheen one. We will
suppose the ladder was in perfect order
in all other respects, excepting for the
non-compliance of the mining regula-
tion re the staging.”

This should be noted particnlarly by the

Attorney General, because he would fake

exception to the Attorney General’s legal

ruling at a later stage—

“We will also suppose that the fact
of such staging not being put in was
the fault of someone entrusted by the
manager to see such was done. Under
the Employers’ Liability Act there
would, T think, he no claim. It would,
however, he a terrible injustice to a
hroken and battered workman who
might be injured for life if he had no
other remedy than to take the pittance
allowable under the Worker's Compen-
sation Act. This Act, we assume, was
intended to alleviate the distress eaused
by less serious injuries, and from death
by accident, where no neglect was to he
attributed to the employer. We think
that the liability clauses should be in-
serted n the Bill, or that the Workers’
Compensation Act should be amended in
sueh a way as to meet the eases which
T have mentioned. You will, I am sure,
realize that in the maiter of mines the

Minister
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risks to employees are so great, and
the result of the injuries to employees
so clistressing, that every possible means
should be taken to guard against acei-
dent, and thal wlen an aecident does
oecur, which is due to any breach of the
law, adequate compenszation should fol-
low.”
The Minister for Mines then wrote the
following winute to the Attorney Gen-
eral :—
“Would you kindly look ap the point
raised by Mr. Dodd and advise me? [
might state that in the new Bill for
breaches of the Aet we make the ownszr,
agent, or manager responsible, so {hat
sheuld it be found that the owner is
more culpable than the manager we ean
initiate" a prosecution against the owner
or agent instead of against the manager.
The Chamber of dines ohject to the ia-
clusion of ‘owner or agent,” but ihe
State Mining Fingineer points out that
in many cases the manager is merely a
cypher taking his instruetions from the
owner or ageni, and power should be
in the Bill to reach suech people. [
hope, however, the inclusion of ‘owner
or agent’ does not open up a new
avenue for litigation.”
That minute did uot contain any refer-
ence to the point made by Mr. Dodd.
Under the Mines Regmlation Aet only ihe
Mines Department could sue for breaches
of the Act, and then only to obiain the
penalties as outlined in the Aet, so that if
the owuer or agent or anyone else was
mentioned in the Act he could only be
sued for a breach of the Aet, and the in-
jured peison could not sue for an injury
received. So the Minister evaded the
point in this letter by taking up a differ-
ent line altogether.

The Minister for Mines : I suppose the
Attorney General had the letier to read.

Mre, SCADDAN: Tt only showed the
trend of the Minister’s mind; the Minis-
ter was more concerned about the proba-
bility of the employer being sued for
damages, than he was about the injured
person receiving damages. Mr. Sayer, rthe
Crown Solicitor, wrote—

“The Mines Regulation Act, 1905,
suhjects the owner, agent, and manager,
io penalties for breach of its provisions..
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But it has been held by Mr. Justice
Burnside that the Act does not confer
on an injured workman a remedy in
damages against his employer for per-
sonal injuries resulting from a breach
of the rezulations. The writer of ihe

within letter desires such provisions to,

be made in the Bill now before Parlia-
ment. The Bill, as drafted, provides to
the eontrarv. {See Section 63, Subsec-
tiom 2).”
The Attorney General also wrote the fol-
lowing minute :—

*The Bili as printed does uot make
any alteration in the law as it stands
to-day.” - C :

Apparenily the Attorney General had not
read the Jetter—

“There 15, however, no such grievance
as Mr. Dodd portrays in his letter, oe-
cause if it was a faet that the accident
was dne to the absence of platforms in
the case cited, then such absence wonld
constitute a defect in the ways, works,
machinery, or plant connected with or
used in (he business of the employers
within the meaning of Subsection 3 of
the Employers’ Liability Act, 1804

That was the minute referred to by e
Minister for Mines but had no bearing on
this partienlar point, because this was a
ruling by Mr., Justice Burmside that one
eould not sue under the Mines Regulation
Aet.  Afterwards a Judge of the Full
Conrt held that one could do so, and the
Minister hearing of it wrote the minute
to Mr. Sayer as previously quoted. With
vegard to the Attorney General’s minuts,
we had many limes been given so maby
opinions by Attorneys General in regard
to the Workers’ Compensation Act and
Employvers’ Liability Aet and the Com-
mon Law, and cases were submitted to the
Courts on the opinions given, but it had
been found that the opinions were wrong,
and men were rnled out of Court and re-
ceived no compensatinn affer suffering
injory.  This was a matter of consider-
able moment, and that was why one spoke
so warmly on the matter. This should
be the first consideralion of anyone
holding sueh a responsible position as
AMinmister for AMines. The welfare of fhe
17,000 persons engaged in the mining in-
dustry. and upon whom were dependent
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some 50,000 persons in all, should be the
first consideration not only of members
but also of the Minister. The file revealed
that his complaints that these men had
not received the consideration due to them
were just. There was abundant evidence
in the file of the truth of the statements
he had made. It was to be hoped the Min-
ister would take cugnisance of the staie-
ment that there had been, apparenlly, col-
lusion in the matter. The question should
be settled onee and for all. The file did
nol show how that clause had got into lhe
Bill. Tho Minister sheuld obtain from M.
Sayer or someone responsible a statement
#s to how it came into the measure. Tf
Mr. Hastic were responsible then the.
House should know why he made tha
clause, or why le did not instruet the
Crown Solieitor to draft it in the ordinary
conrse per minute on the file. The c¢lause
was not. in the draft or in a minute asking
for it.  Apparently it erept in without
any mention of it being made on the fila,
We should he acquainted with the trae
faets of the case.

The Minister for Mines: A good many
clauses were inserted which were nct
specially referred 1o on the file, hut were
the result of conversations.

Mr. SCADDAN: The clause in ques-
tion was of very serious moment fo (e
men on the mines, and we should certainky
know how it came to be ingzerted. There
was a provision made by Mr. Saver n
order to protect injured persons. It ap-
parently appeared to him that if a pen-
alty were obtained through the Caourts for
a breach of the Act, in view of the ma.-
ager, owner, or agent responsible beiny
penalized, the question wonld arize
whether he eould be further penalised
under ancother Act, and so, in order to
protect the workmen, he drafied a furthr
clause which never reached the Chamber.
The Minister was not so concerned about
the men as aboui the shareholders resid-
ing in London. We must recognise that
the representatives of the mine-owners in
London, who had drawn something like
£19,000,000 up to date in dividends. were
the Chamber of Mines, and it was pecu-
liar that the telegrams in connection wiih
the passage of the Mines Regulation Rl
throvgh this Chamber, as shown on tle
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file, were only those which passed between
Mr. T. Maughan, secrelary of the Cham-
ber of Mines, and the Minister, Mr. Greg:
ory. Often members were surprised tc
see Mr. Manghan in the Speaker’s Gal-
lery, but they were always sure that when
he was present there was a certainty of a
diseussion on the Bill taking place. M.
Maughau always koew when the Bill
would be brought down, and he was awarre
of the fact a fortnight ahead of the dale,
and even in advance of members.

The Minister for Mines : If he seni a
telegram asking us when the Bill would
he brought on we replied.

Mr. SCADDAN: Telegrams were sent
to him without being asked for. He would
read one which would show members the
relationship existing between the Mimister
and the chamber. An amendinent was on
the Notice Paper providing for box
rises. The following were the true faects
—and they had never been made known
before—of the way in which the Ministry
were defeated on that amendment. Some
members representing eonstitneneies such
as Kalanning were so muel concerned
about the passage of the Laud Tax Bill
in the Legislative Gouneil that they weni
there to hear the discussion and remained
to ascertain the division. We whipped
on this question and kept the discussion
going uniil the division bells rang i the
Legislative Counecil, with the result thai
owing to the absence of certain members
in that Chamber cur amendment was car-
ried. The day after that amendment was
carvied the maiter was apparently of se
mureh coneern to the Chamber of Mines
that the Minister sent the following tele-
eram to them:—“Confidential. Vole last
night only deecided that question of box
rises should be included in the Bill amd
not in regulations. Amendwment will be
further amended on recommittal.”

[Mr, Taylor tool the Chair.]

Mr. SCADDAN: That was confiden-
tial, and was sent without a request
being made for it from the Chamber.
The ieason it sent was hecause
an that morning it would appear
the Kalgoorlie Miner that the Ministry
had heen defeaied on the amendinent, and
the Minister wanted to give an explana-

was
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tion apparently to the Chamber, and said
he would have lhe Bill recommitted and
further amended then, and that it was
not so vital as it wmight appear in  the
paper. He regretted that the Minister
was nob now in the Chamber to listen to

‘what he had to say.

The Premier: 1 will take note of auny
wikind remarks you make about hi, He
has spent a long time in his seai attend-
ing le the debate.

Mr. SCADDAN : The {ime hind passed
tn make kind remarks of anyone holding
a responsible position such as the Mini-
ster, & man who was guilty of the conduct
shown in the file. One was not going to
be kind so long as the welfare of 17,000
ren amd those dependent on them were
treated so callously as had been the case
on the parl of the Minister. Certainly
it was a matter for consideration and
hope that we should muke the non-paying
propositions paying ones, but at the sane
time it was of equal concern that we
shonld reduce the numher of fatal aeci-
denls in mines. During the last seven
years there were fatalities to the number
of 283. The Mines Regulation Aect had
heen passed, but owing to its provisions
none could move in the matter of seeing
that proper protection was alforded in
the mines hut the Minister, vr, under his
instructions, the inspectors. The result
was that the Aet was really o dead letler
and was of liitle value indeed.  The in-
spectors made inspeections of the mines in
the ordinary course, not to see that the
provisions of the Act were complied with
altogether, but in many cases lo Lave a
ghat with the managers; they spent a con-
siderable portion of their time chatting
on matters of general inlerest. If an in-
spector were really coneerned in seeing
that the provisions of the Aet were eom-
plied with he would pay surprise visits
to the mines, and never give notice of the
fact that he intended to visit a property
on a ecertain day. The Minister had
stated in the House that inspectors of
mines were not fitted for their positions
if they gave nolice of their intention to
visit mines. It was proved to the Mini-
ster’s own  satisfaction at a eonference
with ihe Miners’ Assoeiation held at
Boulder that the inspectors always gave
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notice before visiting mines, a number of
instanees being brought under his nofice.
He wrote to them about it, and the in-
spectors explained thai notiee was neces-
sary hecanse they could not expect the
management o make provizion for them
to proceed helow on an immediate ingpee-
tion unless they gmave notice. It was
pointed out that if notice were not given
the working of ihe mine would be dislo-
cated. The Minister, in spite of what he
liad said previously, wrote at the buttom
af this report “I concur,” with the result
that the inspectors now always sent out
notice of their intention to visit mines.
In referring to this matter he was echoing
the eomplaints raised every day in the
mining conununity by the men engaged at
work. The men contended that fur their
protection it should not be necessary for
them to lay complaints against dangerous
workings in the mines, but that it was the
duty of the inspector o pay surprise
visits 1o the mines and satisfy themselves
as to whether the conditions were healthy
and safe.  Apparently, the inspectors
were more concerned aboui pleasing the
Minister, and they knew, as evervone clse
knew, that that gentleman was more con-
cerned about proseculing the miners than
the management. The report of the de-
partment showed that the majocity of
prosecutions under the Mines Regulation
Aet had been against the workers and not

the manawers., 1n faet, there were
many instances where inspectors had
brought cases of breaches of the Aet

under ithe notice of the Minister, but he
had taken no aetion. In another case,
where he had been praectically compelled
to take action. the inspector had been
foreed out of the service. The file which
was laid on the Table that day showed
the aititude of the Minisier and the de-
partment in that transaction.  That
action was against a member of another
Chamber, and it wag nothing but influ-
ence that enabled that gentleman to et
off as he did. The action cost the country
ahout £17, although a verdiet was given

against the gentleman in question, There

was one subject he desired to deal with
hefore concluding: he would only toueh
on it briefly, but i shonid be mentioned
in order to show that the Minister was
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not administering the Act as he should
do, and that he was ihe eause of breaches
of it. Section 31 of the Act was as
follows:—

“Any person who {a) without hold-
ing a first-class engine-diver’s certifi-
cate under the Inspection of Machinery
Aect, 1904, or a certificate by the zame
Aet made equivalent thereto, takes or
has charge of any winding machinery
by which men and materials are raised
or lowered 1t any shafl or under which
men ave working in any shaft; or (b)
without holding a first or second-class
engine-driver’s certificaie, or certificate
made equivalent thereto, under the
aforesaid Aet, takes or has charge of
any winding machinery by whiceh
materials alone are raised or lowered
in any shaft; shall be guilty of an
offence agninst this Aet”

This section was a compromise.  The
Minister was desirous to have the power
to exempt prospecting shows from this
provision of the Aect in places where it
was noi convenient or practicable to ob-
tain a gertificaled engine-deiver, and
therefore the following clause was in-
serted :—

“The Minister may, by writing under
his hand, exempt any persen from the
operation of paragraph (b) of sub-
section one of this section, or of section
fifty-three of the Inspection of Ma-
chinery Act, 1904, if satisfied that in
the circumstances it is impraecticable
to employ a certificated engine-driver.
and that all reasonable preeautions are
taken for safety. Such exemption
shall he for a stated period not exceed-
ing six months, but may be renewed
from time to thne”

A case of exempiion had been men-
tioned in the House frequently of late,
and it was in conneetion with that he
had had certain papers laid on the Table,
and there was no doubt that in the ma-
Jority of eases where permits had been
pranted it was not impraeticable to ob-
tain certifieated engine-drivers. As a
matter of faect there were instances where
men had heen dismissed from that very
mine because this permit to exempt had
heen granted by the Minister for Mines.
Surely it was not impossible to obtain
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a certificated engine-driver in Menzies.
It was found that on the Lady Sherry
mine a permit was granted to A. H.
Maclean to take charge of a winding
engine. While such a permit was granted
the men on the mine would always take
the risk of being raised and lowered. A
permit was granted on similar conditions
to the Hon, T. F. Brimage at the Rich-
mond Gem mine. It was first for six
months and then for a further six months
and it was to drive a winding engine, but
not to raise or lower, men. Yet when In-
spector Beaumont went to the Richmond
Gem he found the Hon. T. F. Brimage
raising and lowering men, and be praectie-
ally defied the inspector. Mr. Brimage con-
tinued fo do so until he was prosecuted,
with the result that he was fined 3s., and
because the inspector did not apply for
costs the department had to pay the costs
in the case, Inspector Beaumont had
sinee heen foreed ouf of the department,
while Mr. Brimage was still in possession
of the permit which had been granted,
and probably was still earrying out the
practice of raising and lowering men.
Where it was practicable to obtain a cer-
tificated engine-driver, no permits should
be gvanted. If an engine-driver was notl
obtained, then a breach of the section
was committed, and it was breaking faith
with the House which permitted the clause
to be inserted in the Bill. There was one
matter he desired to bring under the
notice of the Minister in order to get
some statement from him. During the
last session of the previous Parliament
he (Mr. Seaddan) drew atiention to some
statements which were confained in the
report of the Chief Inspector of Ma-
chinery, which reflected seriously upon
the engine-drivers throughoui the com-
munity. He took exception to that por-
tion of the report, and the Minister said
that he was disgusted with it appearing
in the report, and would make inquiry,
and find out how it got there, who was re-
sponsible and then make the result known
to the Houge. That was in July or Au-
gust last, since when nothing had heen
heard about if. He desired to know
whether the Alinister had since concurred
in the statement which appeared in the
report, or whether he had asked Mr. Mat-
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thews to supply reasons for putting it in
the report, and whether he could prove the
statements therem econtained. He {Mr,
Scaddan) was assured by those who ought
to know, that contrary to the fact that the
engine-drivers were guilty of drunken-
uess as pointed out in this report, it was
found that  the inspectors of machinery
themselves had been guilty of drunken-
ness and that the Minister’s attention bad
been drawn to it. and nothing had been
said. We did not see that in the report.
The inspectors of machinery were sup-
posed to see that the men carred ont their
duties, and how could they enter prose-
cutions when they themselves had been
found to bhe under the influence of drink?
It only showed that the gentleman at the
head of the branch was privileged to make
statements in the Mines Report against a
law-abiding portion of our citizens, the
engine-drivers, and he could say that
there was no class in the community more
given to sobriety than these drivers, be-
cause they could not follow their occupa-
tion unless they refrained from drinking.
They had to be moderate drinkers or tee-
totallers, hecause liquor played on their
nerves, and ithey were not capable of
taking charge of winding engines if they
were not thoroughly well. Yet, this re-
port was permitted, and no statement had
been made by the Minister. An officer
making such serious charges without he-
ing able to prave them should certainly
be reprimanded by the Minister. With
regard to the mining industry itself, apart
from those employed in it, he was not
one of those who believed that the in-
dustry was practically coming to an end;
he believed 1{hat the introduetion of
modern appliances in the mines, together
with the fact that the managers fo-day
were men with more expervience of the
nature of working which was necessary
to reduce cost, had resulted in those work-
ing costs being reduced, and reduced also
by a general system of rushing on the part
of the men employed, as well as because
of the fact that ore which previously had
to be passed, was now being treated. The
zold vield had fallen to some extent, be-
canse this eclass of ore was now being
treated. Members would know thai the
developments at depth on the Kalgoorlie
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field had practieally assured that field for
the next 25 years at least, e knew that
they were taking ore out at a great rate,
but rhey were keeping developments well
in hand. In view of that faet there was
no reason to be in any way alarmed about
mining prospeets. Morveover, one would
find when iravelling through the fields,
that outside Kalgoorlie there had been
no real legitimate mining, excepting in
one or two of the smaller centres. They
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down a bhore at the south end. Al that we
looked for in Kalgooriie was to get big
yields and pay big dividends to induce
capital to come from the old country.
We should pay attention to the properties
adjoining the Golden Mile, and if a bore
or two were put down at ibe south end of
the Golden Mile, it would be diseovered
that the lodes existed there at some deptb.
The prineiple of granting tailing areas
vnly prevented general prospeeting in

had been practically working rich chutes _that part of the distriet.

only, and no attempt had been made to
prospect. At Leonora, the Sons of
Gwalia mine with one other adjoining,
were the only mibes in the distrei, and
there had bheen no attempt to prospect
north or south, The same thing applied
to every other district. They followed one
chute, and the adjoining companies hung
on in the hope that the rich chute would
go into their country. So it was, that to-
day only the richest mines were being
worked. Attention had been drawn oaly
recently to a practice at present in vogue
in the Mines Departmeni, introdnced re-
cently and which was gaining ground,
and which would have a detrimental effect
on prospecting, and also mining in some
of the richer belts, He believed that some
of the eompanies in Kalgoorlie had made
application to obfain what were known as
“tailing areas” There was a consider-
ahle amount of ground coverved with tail-
ings and one eould not obtain a mining
lease unless there was some known lode or
reef, and while that area which was in
dirvect line with the present lodes was be-
ing covered with sands, theve was no pos-
sibility of obfaining any knowledge of
a lode or reef, with the result that we
found that prospecting was being pre-
vented in the southern portion of that
belt. He was one of those who believed
that the Kalgoorlie belt was not confined
within the area or length of one mile.
He was of the opinion that it would be
found that those lodes would dip and
rise a few miles south. If they did not
outcrop at the surface they would be
found some distanee below, but as long
as our energies and eapital were concen-
trated on the rich mnines nothing would
be done at the south or even the north
end. No attempt had been made to put

The Minister for Mineg: I would like
you to explain what you would sueuest
they should do with their tailings.

Mr. SCADDAN: LIn that connection
in view of the fact that the GoidSelds
Water Supply were supplying water at
1s. 6d. per thousand gallons, for the
purpose of carrying these failings to
Lakeside, there was no reason why they
should be stacked at the south end., It
was unfair, and for the life of him he
could not understand why the tailing
areas were granted in view of the fact
that someone had made applicalion for
a lease and was prepared to work ir. lle
hoped the Minister would prevent any
further dumping of residues on the line
of lode, the result of which would be de-
trimental to the progress »f mining
there. He expressed the hope alse ilat
the Mimster would awaken fo some of
the responsibilities of his pozition. He
wag there not only to control the State
batteries, but to see that the men em-
ployed on the mines worked under fair
eonditions. At the present time that
was not so. Qur death rate per thou-
sand in Western Australia of men em-
ploved on the mines was greater than
it was in any other State of the Common-
wealth or New Zealand, or in any min-
ing community of the world, yet we
boasted of the dividends which we ob-
tained from the mines. He hoped the
Minister would pay attention to this
matter, and if necessary, provide more
inspectors, or better still, ecomply with a
request whiech had been made by the
Miners’ Assoeiation, and others working
in the mines, that they should have the
power to appeint check inspeectors. At
the present time it was impossible for
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iwo inspectors in Kalgoorlie to earry on
a system of thovough inspection. They
could not go right round. As a matter
of faet, it would take a week to thor-
onghly inspect mines like the Great
Boulder and Ivanhee. Members could
easily see the difficulties which were
placed before the inspectors. Our acei-
dent roll would deerease considerably if
we would only permil check inspectors
to be appointed, and while the death voll
was 288 in seven years, he ventured to
say in less than two years the percent-*
age would be reduced by one-half.

Mr. NANSON: One could have wished
that the Minister in his address had
given more detailed information as to
the administration of his own depart-
ment. The member for Katanning had
said that he was satisfied the Minister
for Mines, if given time, would effect
eeonomies. But it could not be forgot-
ten that the Minister had been in office
now fer a considerable number of years
and he (Mr. Nanson) could not help
thinking that considering the finances of
the State at the present juncture it
would have been satisfactory if the Min-
ister had been able to reply to some of
the criticisms levelled, more particn-
Inwly by the Public Service Commis-
sioner, at the expense of his depart-
ment; and have indicated to the Com-
mittee the direetions in which he pro-
posed to reduce that expenditure. In
looking at the Estimates it was found
that there was a decrease, and a faiely
substantial decrease, in the expenditure
for the current financial year as com-
pared with that Lor the previous year.
But when one came to analyse thai de-
crease it was found that it had heen
bronght abont, nol by reduncing ihe cosi
of administration, but by eutting down
the expenditure on mines development,
The total decrease amounted {o £11,146,
Of this £3,000 was obtained by cutting
off sums from the mining development
vate; and a further sum of £8.000 was
represented in the cutting down of ex-
penditure in conneetion with Stale bat-
teries.  Therefore, of the decrease of
£11,146 on the total expenditure. no less
than £11,000 was absorbed by this cut.
ting down of the mines development
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vole and of the expenditure in respeet
to State batteries.

The Minister for Mines:
i1s adminisirative,

Mr. NANSON: It was gratifying to
hear from the Minister that the reduction
was & purely administrative one. 'When
the Minister replied to criticisms of mem-
bers he would perhaps be able to enlighten
the Committee as to whether or not the re-
duction of £8,000 was secured without
diminishing in any respect the facilities
given by public batteries. In the
report of the Public Service Commissioner
attention had becn drawn to the very
large amount expended on the inspection
of mines and machinery, as compared
with what was spent in similar directions
in the States of New South Wales and
Victoria. He (Mr. Nanson) was prepared
to be told that the conditions in Western
Australia were so different from those pre-
vailing in the other States that one had
to be prepared to put up with a very
much larger expenditure than was neces-
sary on the Eastern side of the Common-
wealth. However that was not a state-
ment to be taken unsupported by any-
thing more than mere assertion. He was
inclined to think that if the question were
examined it would be found that some
economies could be effected in cur cown
Mines Department, even if the actual cost
could not be brought down to the low rate
at which it was kept in the Eastern States.
At the outset he wished it to be under-
stood that he would be the last to advo-
cate economy in this direction if it were
to mean the increasing of the risk accept-
ed by those employed in the mines. He
fully realized that there must be reason-
able precaution taken te enzure the safety
of men employed in the mines. TI, there-
fore, the Minister for Mines could succeed
in showing that it was absolutely neces-
sary for the safety of the miners that this
large sum should be spent for inspection,
he (Mr. Nanson)would be the lastto oppose
that expenditure. But if mmembers were
to believe what had {allen from the mem-
her for Ivanhoe, the condition with regard
to the inspection of mines and machinocry
in this State was not everything that
could bhe desired. And if one went
further and looked into such statistical

The latter
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information of a comparative character
a3 was available between this State and
the Eastern States, it would be found
that the percentage of accidents in West-
ern Australia was regrettably large as
compared with those in New South Wales
and Victoria. Yet Victoria managed to
get along with 11 inspectors. while New
South Wales had 14 inspectors. Western
Australia headed the list with 20 in-
spectors.

Mr. A. 4. Wilson : The inspection is
not too good in Victoria.

Mr. NANSON : Thet might be so. He
did not profess to speak with authority
on that point.

Mr. Seaddan: We have only eight
mining inspectors.

Mr. NANSON : With the mining inspec-
tors he was including the machinery
inspectors. In New South Wales and
Victoria the inspectors held a dual posi-
tion, covering both mines and machinery.
His (Mr. Nanson’s) contention was that
if it were possible in New South Wales
and Victoria to appoint one inspector to
deal with this matter of both mining and
machinery, it should be equally posszible
to do so in Western Australia. That was
a point on which he would like some in-
formation. Tt might be szaid that the
mining industry in Western Australia
was upon such a gipantic scale that it
needed a staff of inspectors larger than
was employed either in New South Wales
or Victoria. But if hon. members took
the mining industry in the three States
they would find that as a matter of fact
in regard to the total number of men
employed in the industry. Western Aus-
tralin held but third place. For every
man employed in the mining industry in
Western Auvstralia New South Wales
employed more than two. The actual
figures for the year 1906, which embodied
the latest available information, were New
South Wales, 42,500, Victoria 26,000.
Western Australia, 19,000.

Mr. Seaddan: Those figures include
coal mining.

Mr. NANSON : They included every
possible class of mining. The point he
wished to make was that the inspectors
were appointed mainly to secure the
safety of the men employed in the mines,

(2]
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and that in New South Wales 14 inspec-
tors did the work in respect of 42,500
men, while in Victoria 11 attended to the
safety of 26,000 men, whereas in Western
Australia 20 inspectors were required to
safeguard 19,000 men. Another interest-
ing comparison was the cost per miner
of this inspection in the three States. In
Western Australia in order to secure the
safety of the miners—and hon. members
had been told that it was not secured to
the extent desired—it cost 7s. 3d. per
miner, as against 2s. 9d. in Victoria, and
29. 6d. in New South Wales, This was
merely the salaries of inspectors.

The Miviater for Mines : That includes
inspectors of machinery and inspectors
of mines.

Mr. NANSON : A worse case might be
made out if one were to take the ad-
ditional expenses involved in the travel-
ling of the various inspectors. In West-
ern Australia that expense was necessarily
very high, and if added to the salary
would bring the result up te from 7s. 3d.
to perhaps double that amount. To
take the number of accidents in the
coal mines of the three States, the
total number of injured per 1,000
employed was in 1906:—New South
Wales, 4.7: Victoria, 6.9: Western
Australiv, 1004, As he had already
said. he did not pretend tuo be an
authority on these matters. Consequent-
ly he had found it difficult to realise that
this was a correct retwrn, that there could
be so enormous a discrepancy. It seem-
ed incredible that the figures could be
accurate. Stiil they were taken from
the Official Year Book of the Common-
wealth, and if they were not accurate it
would be well that some official contra-
diction of those figures were to be issued
by the Mines Department. To take the
number killed per 1,000 of persons em-
ploved in the coal mining industry in
New South Wales, it was 1.4. He had
not the figures for the coal mining in-
dustry in Western Australia, and so he
had been compelled to take those relating
to the gold mining industry, which show-
ed the proportion of 2,35 per 1,000, And
unfortunately in 1907 that proportion
increased to 2.55 per thousand. To return
to the number of inspectors, we had to
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remember that the inspectors employed
"in regard to machinery and mines in New
South Wales and Victoria had an infinite-
1y larger amount of work to do in regard
to machinery in factories than had to be
done in Western Australia. Teaking the
‘power used in factories in New South
"Wales there was a horse power of 83,000,
and in Victoria. 48,000, while it was only
24,000 in Western Australia. Taking
the value of the plant and machinery in
factories we found in New Sounth Wales it
was £8,250,000, and in Victoria £6,500,000
‘while in Weatern Australia it was only
£1,800,000. Whether we combined the
-manufacturing and mining industries, or
took the mining industry by itself
and the manufacturing industry by itseli,
each industry was on a larger scale in
New South Wales and in Victoria in
proportion to the men employed than the
similar industries in Western Australia,
yet we found that the number of inspec-
tors. and the cost of these inspectors,
was much larger in Western Aus-
tralia than in either New South Wales or
Victoria, the cost being £3,600 in Victoria,

£5,400 in New South Wales, and
£7,000 in Western Australia. His
‘attention had been directed to these
matters in the first place by the

comments made on the subject by the
Public Service Commissioner, and he
brought them forward in order that the
Minister might have an opportunity. if
he were able to do so, of showing that the
expenditure in Western Anstralia was ab-
solutely essential and could not be re-
duced to something like the level prevail-
ing in those other States. It was a point
to which attention should be directed,
more particularly at this time when it
was necessary for Ministers of every
department to compare their costs with
the costs of similar departments in the
Eastern States, and to devote all their
energies toascertaining whether reductions
could not be made without impairing the
necessary efficiency of the service.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : 1t was to be ex-
pected the cost in this State would be
greater than in Victoria. Victoria was
a little plot of land a man could travel
"over in one day if he had a rapid motor,
whereas it would take a fortnight to get
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‘to some of the mining fields in thig
State.

Mr. Nanson : That would be an argu-
ment for combining machinery and
mining if it were practicable.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It probably
would be advisable to do so. There was
no reason why the inspector of mines
should not be the inspector of mach-
inery.

The Minister for Mines: The alter-
ation was made because when the in-
spector went out to examine a boiler he
had to give notice.

Mr. TNDERWOOD : There might be
some reason in that. but as a matter of
fact the mines in the outback parts got
sufficient notice of the wvisits of the in-
spector of mines. The officer usually
visited a mine after an aceident when sent
for. His principal protest against the
Mines Department was in regard to ex-
emptions. In the Pilbara district mines
had been locked up for almost as long as
he could remember. The Minister said
mines were not now heing worked for
speculative purposes. Mines in the Pil-
bara district were not being worked at
all for speculative purposes or for other
purposes, but they were certeinly being
held ; and he protested against the
British Exploration Company, in par-
ticular, being allowed to lock up first-
class lands year after year for the past
five or six years. Jt was never the in-
tention of mwembers of Parliament who
passed the Act to allow mines to be locked
up under exemption as they were locked
up in the Pilbara district. Another
matter effecting his electorate was in re-
gard to Asiatics working on garden areas.
Some natural-born British subject secur-
ed a garden area and sublet it to an
Asiatic. That was never intended, and
it was not to the advantage of residents
of the district. Tt was certainly an
evasion of the intention of the Act, and
it was time the Mines Department made
some attempt to prevent this continual
getting-behind the Act. At the Premiers
Confcrence held at Brisbane our Premier
had moved that it was advisable that the
Commonwealth should so administer the
Aliens Restriction Act as to allowan un-
limited supply of Asiatics to work the
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pearling hoats at Broome.  Thai appear-
ed to be the policy of the Moore (iovern-
ment. Their Acts and their regulations
were rood, but they endeavoured to so
administer them as to totally nullify the
intention of Parliament. Regulations
were passed with the view of preventing
the increase of Asiaties in  Australia.
That was the intention of the.Federal
Parlisament, but the Premier endeavoured
to show how that Aet could be overcome.
and so to administer it as to have an un-
limited number of Asiatics at Broome.
The Mining Act was so administered that
“those who had the favour of the Minister
could get exemptions so long as they
liked. They could practically annul all
Jabour conditions on mines, and they had
done s0 in the Pilbarra district. He
found slso that the regulations in regard
to Asiatics holding business licences and
gardens were so administered as to allow
Asiaties to hold practically bhoth those
areas. notwithstanding the fact that
Parliament passed an Act which was in-
tended to prevent them from holding
such. 'The question of Asiatic gardens.
especiaily in the North-West, in Pilbara
and West Pilbara, was one of consider-
able moment. and he hoped the Minister
would prevent their continuance. The
Minister, in speaking on the present vote,
said the mining prospects of the State
were equal to anything in the past, while
the mermber for Katanning some time ago
said that the mining prospects now were
better than they had ever been.

Hon. F. H. Piegse : 1 did not say that.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : Well, something
very close to it. Tt was well to face a
position as it was. Only look at the
mining returns and it must be admitted
that there had been a continual and
regular decline in the output for the last
four years. We could safely look for a
continuation of that decline in the future,
It was useless for us to say that the out-
loock had never been better, for it had
been. We were only striking the circum-
staneces which met every mining country,
and was the result of taking out so much
from the land withput putting anything
back. However, the position was noth-
ing to frighten us, but it was just as well
to admit the truth. There was no ad-
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vantage in pretending that our mines
were looking as well now as they did six
years ago. The member for Mount
Magnet made a similar statement as to
Murchison, but, as a matter of fact,
although new mining centres were being
opened up there the old sources were
being depleted, and the Murchison, nos-
withstanding Meekatharra and Black
Range. was producing less now than it
did a few years ago owing to the fact that
the DayDawn minesand other big mining
propositions were heing worked out.
The gold yield was decreaging every year,
hut there was one thing certain, that we
undoubtedly had very large vich deposits
of the baser metals, and with good ad-
niinistration it was quite possible to make
up the decrease in the gold yield by open-
ing up the baser metal deposits. The
Minister had said that the copper mines
at Whim Creek and other places were
not progressing as they should owing to
the great fall in the price of copper.
Again he was wrong. for the present price
of the metal was about the normal one,
and the prices that obtained in the early
part of 1907 were abnormal. We must
consider all copper propositions at the
price of about £60 & ton. Ff Whim Creek,
Roebourne, and other places in the North-
West were opened up they would pay
handsomcely with copper at £680 a ton.
that was provided proper facilities were
given by the Glovernment to the people
who worked them. There was one par-
ticalar proposition at Oakover River
which had been owned by Mr. Snell, late
of Teonora. When the Minister was in
the Pilbara electorate he promised Mr.
Snell he would carry 50 tons of aore by
means of the rabbit- proof fence camels
from the mine to the port of shipinent,
but that promise was not fulfilled.

The Minister for Works: Yes, it was.
Instructions were given to the camel
people to take the ore down to the port,
but it was owing to Snell’'s defaulting
that it did not zo.

Mr. UNDERWOOD :
was never fulfilled.

The Minister for Works :
mise was fulfilled.

Mr. UNDERWOOQD : The (lovern-
ment never carted that stone.

That promise

That pro-
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The Minister for Works: He did not
bring it in.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The promise
was never fulfilled.  Mr. Snell was told
that the camels would cart the ore on
their return journey, and he went to the
trouble of bringing it along.

The Minister for Works: DMr. Snell
told you what was wrong. He was not
there at the time arranged.

Mr. GNDERWOOD : Mr. Snell asked
the manager of the camels to cart it and
the manager replied that he had no
instructions to do so, and c¢ould not do
what was asked. Mr. Snell then waited a
eonsiderable time and finally was told
that the camels would not cart the ore.
Mr. Snell then said he would bring his
own camels along, and unfortunately,
not knowing the country, & number of
his camels valued in all at £300, were
poisoned. He carted the stone himself
sfter being delayed by the Government
waiting for the fulfilment of & promise
that was made, and then lost the top
market price, and after all these dis-
abilities he secured a return from that
ore, which, excepting for the loss he
gustained in connection with the camels,
paid him for raising and carting it.
When there existed such a proposition it
was the duty of the Government to give
to the holders of the leases some facili-
ties for working it. That lease in
question was one of the biggest in the
State according to returns which he (Mr.
Underwood)} saw in Mr. Snell's pos-
session of the results obtained, it was
ailso one of 'the richest propositions of
base metals in this State. When we
attempted to do anything at all in the
way of the development of mines, that
proposition on the Oakover River, should
receive assistance, and facilities should be
given to convey the ore to the market.
If the Government were to do anything
at all in that district in comparison to
what they had done in others, it would
be found that it would be possible to get
from that part of the State an immense
quantity of base metals. He hoped the
Government would recognise that gold
was being depleted, and that to meet the
circumsatances we required to open up
our base metal deposits. There were
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many in the North-West and i othor
parts, and it was time that the depart-
ment turned their attention to these
deposits. With regard to public bat-
teries, the Minister spoke most eloquently.
He stated very generally that he made
the charges at these batteries the same:
at all places. There was one place
however, that had to pay more, and that
was 20-mile Sandy. He remembered
reading the Minister’s policy speech at
Menzies delivered about April or May of
last year, when he said he intended to
bring the batteries under the one charge,
and he spoke of the injustice to the man
in a favoured situation such as Menzies,
or other places where he was having his
gtone crushed at a lower rate than the
man in the back country, and not so
fortunately situated. Tf there was any
one who had gone out back, and was
deserving of consideration it was the man
in the Nullagine distriet, and when the
Minister spoke of bringing all the bat-
teries under the same system, it was only
to be expected that this man should not
be overlonked. Those who went out
there had difficulties to contend against,
which were unheard of in the more
favoured fields, and he was surprised
at the refusal of the Minister to bring
the charges on the 20-mile Sandy into
line with those in other parts of the State.
The Minister had stated that he would
obtain the opinion and assistance of
members on the Opposition side of the
House, as to the best means of developing
the industry. Jf the Minister always
spoke like that, there would be a better
feeling between the Opposition side and
the Minister. He remembered a speech
delivered by the Minister and reported in
the North Coolgardie Herald wherein the
Minister said he wanted the men them-
selves, and not political agitators, to go to
himn and tell him their wants. Now he
stated he wanted the assistance of the
Opposition side of the House, the politier}
agitators, it was presumed, for who were
they, if they were not the members of the
Opposition. It was easy to tell the
House that he would like to get on with
members and obtain their opinions and
assistance, but he could not expect good
feeling to prevail between members on
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the Opposition side of the House and
himself when he went on to the public
platform and used entirely different
language. He (Mr. Underwood} would
not trouble about these matters if the
Minister was inclined to refer to him as &
political agitator. He could do so, but
‘then he must not complain if he too
was afterwards referrcd to as something
else than a gentleman. He assured the
Minister that it was these little assertions
of his, that caused a great deal of heat

and feeling in the House and out of it, and '

while that continued he would not be
likely to have pood feeling exhibited
towards shim and assistance given from
the Opposition side. Of course the
Opposition members were not afraid ;
they could reply just as often as the
Minister could make these assertions.
Anothur proposition put forward by the
Minister was in regard to the treatment
of stone by the public hatteries, the stone
that was particularly rich. Heagreed with
the proposition that the prospectors who
treated particularly rich stone at the
public batteries should pay a higher price
for that than for lower grade or ordinary
stone. He was aware of course it was
more expensive to treat a few tons of
rich stone, than it was to treat a fairly
large quentity of ordinary grade stone.
Again the Minister had said that he was
woing to the trouble of making special
regulations in regard te concessions for
rich stone from small leaders. If the
leader were rich it was worth crushing,
and no concession such as might be
locked for would be of any avail to the
owner of the stone. The Minister in
his speech, referring tn the appointment
-of the Superintendent of State Batteries,
hed spoken of the difficulty of removing
a public servant if he were once appointed
permanently. He (Mr. Underwood)
agreed that such difficulty did exist.
There was altogether too much difficulty
about getting rid of some of the wasters
in the civil service. It appeared to him
that once a man got pcrmanently into
the civil service, he could not be shifted
with a 10-ton crane. But the point was
that the Minister recognised this position,
and therefore it was his duty to attempt

to remedy it. He irusted that the
{52)

"19 Jaxvamry 1909.]

Aborigines Relief. 1485
Minister would de somcthing with regard
to the working of the mines in the
Pilbara district ; that he wonld see that
those mines which had been held for a
long time without working would now
be either worked or forieited to somebody
else who would work them. He hoped
that the Minister would nlso give con-
sideration to the question of the Asiatics
in the North.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11,7 pom. -

Legislative Essembly,
Tuesday, 19th January, 1909.
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Papers presented 1485
Questions: Aborigines Relief 1485
Stote Battery, Lennonville .. 1486
Railways, Industrial Conditions . 1486

Anuoual Estimates, Votes and Items discussed . 1467

The Speaker took the (hair at 1.30.
p., and read pravers.

PAPERS PRESENTED,
By the Premier: By-laws of the muni-
cipalities of Albany and Perth.
By the Treasurer: Perth Public Hos-
pital, report of board of management.

QUESTION —ABORIGINES RELIEP.

Mr. TNDERWOQOD asked the Premier:
What number of aborigines received ra-
tions from the depariment each month
of 19087

The PREMIER replied : The total num-
her of natives receiving Government relief
at 112 relieving =tations during the vear
ended 30th June, 1908, was 1,200. I will
have a return prepared with reference to
the cther particnlars,



